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AUSTRALIAN HOLIDAY SPECIALISTS
All the team of travel professionals at East Burwood Travel are 
familiar and knowledgeable about the great holidays that can be 
taken within Australia. 
So whether you are contemplating a capital city weekend getaway, 
a Kimberley coast cruise, a trip to the Red Centre/NT, or maybe a 
food and winery tour in any number of our states.
Think of booking with us . . . your local Travel Agent who has been in 
business for over 35 years and ready to book your Domestic travel in 
2021 and beyond.

With the experienced and 
knowledgeable team at 
East Burwood Travel & 
Cruise, you'll receive reliable, 
friendly service and personal 
attention. 

10 Travel Specialists 
with over 250 years 
Combined Travel 
Experience

Nominated 
for the 2019 
NTIA Awards

'BEST TRAVEL AGENCY
Retail – Single Location 

in Australia'
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FROm ThE EdITOR
COVID-19 has impacted every country in the world. By the time this issue is 
distributed it is hoped that Melbourne – hardest hit on this continent – has 
come out of its darkest days. On p.40 we have an article about the 1890s 
Depression which was deeper and lasted longer in Australia than elsewhere in 
the world; Melbourne was its epicentre (déjà vu). 

If you were unable to get a copy of our bumper (64 pages) spring issue, 
copies may still be available at some neighbourhood houses – lots of great 
articles. We hope to be able to return to our usual delivery outlets for this issue.

We thank all our loyal (new and old) advertisers for their continued support 
of BB – not a great year to celebrate our 40th birthday – but in November we 
marked that milestone. Happy Birthday Burwood Bulletin! Any celebrations we 
may have envisaged fell by the wayside.

This issue has some inspiring articles about people helping others during these 
harsh times – check out Food Relief for International Students (p.14). Because Mark 
couldn’t do his usual Burwood Walk, we are reprinting his first ever walk.

After the 5km restriction on us all, it is likely we’ll want to venture farther 
afield – we have articles to get you to the Fitzroy Gardens (p.38) and to the 
Dandenongs (p.19) – safe travels!

INSIDE
Hope for Kids 5 
Scouting through COVID 6
Food Relief for Stranded Students 14
Meeting William Ricketts 19
Burwood Walks: Through Markham Reserve 22
Supporting Community Cricket 25
A place to visit: Cook’s Cottage 38 
Boom and Bust in the 1890s 40
Remembering the Civic Theatre 44

and more!
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LIFE was not easy growing up – I had 10 sisters 
and for a while we lived in public housing and 
survived on government benefits.

When I was in primary school, I met Stan. Stan 
was my mentor, Stan was my champion, Stan was my 
dear friend for nearly 30 years. A few years ago, I was 
honoured to give the eulogy at his funeral and express 
just what he meant to me.

If it wasn’t for Stan, I may never have gone on to 
be National Junior Athletics champion, I may never 
have gone on to university, I may never have become 
a member of the Victorian Parliament and more 
importantly I may never have gone on to mentor a 
young boy with Kids Hope. 

I had someone to encourage me, someone to support 
me as I pursued my dreams and someone to pick me up 
when I failed. I had a champion.

All children desperately need a champion in their 
lives to bring them unconditional love and hope and 
that’s where Kids Hope comes in. 

Kids Hope comes alongside children early in life, 
preparing lives now, so they won’t need repairing later. 
We aim to give children the life skills they need through 
the support and consistent presence of a mentor – their 
very own champion.   

Since 2004 Kids Hope has facilitated over 20 000 
mentoring relationships, providing over 20 000 
champions, impacting over 20 000 children who, 
through care and support, have seen their lives 
transformed and now experience increased confidence, 
resilience and joy. 

We know that these mentors can make a huge 
difference in the life of a young child just one hour 

at a time. Research from both Monash and Griffith 
Universities demonstrates that Kids Hope mentoring 
has a significant impact.

The powerful one-to-one model positively impacts 
children as emotional and social development needs 
are met and learning capacity enhanced. High-quality 
training, structures and child-safe processes have flow-
on benefits to mentors, classrooms, schools, families and 
communities. 

Our vision is to see Hope in the life of every child 
and our model is simple… One Child, One Mentor, One 
Hour a week. 

Kids Hope is Australia’s largest early intervention, 
school-based mentoring program and operates in a 
number of primary schools locally. This year, due to the 
restrictions, we have introduced a number of changes to 
our program, including our Pen Pal program and online 
mentoring, but we continue to provide the one-to-one 
mentoring relationship for vulnerable children that they 
so desperately need. 

With the number of disadvantaged Australian 
children set to double due to COVID, the need is now 
greater than ever. For less than $1 a day you can be a 
champion to a child. And for just over $8 a day you 
can be a champion to an entire school.  

To find out more visit www.kidshope.org.au or email 
graham@kidshope.org.au 

GRAHAM WATT

Graham Watt is the Partnership Manager at Kids Hope and 
the former Member for Burwood in the Victorian Parliament.

Every Child Needs 
a Champion



THERE are more than 50 million Scouts, young 
people and adults, male and female, in over 200 
countries and territories. In Victoria, we have 

17 000 youth members and 5000 adult volunteers. The 
strong feeling of connection across geographic and 
cultural divisions is a model for world accord.

The Scouting experience has helped to shape countless 
young lives, from age 5 to 26, encouraging an engagement 
with the world around them and beyond. The inner 
strengths gained and the life skills learned are often 
credited as influencing personal growth and providing a 
framework for career paths in adulthood.

None of this could happen without the dedication 
of the trained leaders, many of whom find a lifelong 
fulfilment. They sign up for that “one night a week”, 
which develops into many hours, days, weekends – and 
more. They have great belief in the potential of their 
young people and are constantly helping each individual 
to attain their best. 

The opportunities for the youth members are wide-
ranging and appealing, building knowledge, fun and 
lasting friendships. This year in Victoria, where activities 
normally available have been greatly limited by COVID 
restrictions, the young people have not missed out. Leaders 
everywhere have adapted to online versions of meetings, 
programs and even camps. So, levels of achievement have 
continued. The positive attitudes have survived and there is 
even a bonus – showing the results of home cooking does 
not involve cleaning up the Scout hall kitchen!

Scouts ahoy!

One of the more traditional Scouting pursuits
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Real Op Shop Prices!
Best value in town

We’d love to receive your donations of quality goods 
for sale in our Op Shop.

Come in, say hello, and have a browse.
Decorate your home, pick up that fashion must-have from 

our party, casual or business wear range. We have jewellery, 
kids’ stuff, paintings, books, records, DVDs; small furniture, 
electrical goods; sports, workshop and computer gear and 

lots, lots more at genuine bargain prices.

Call the Op Shop on 9809 4950 
or Margaret on 0409 389 927

WE’RE HERE TO HELP YOU – OUR COMMUNITY

Lions Op Shop 
Mon–Thur 10am–4:30pm (Fri 4pm), Sat 9:30am–12:30pm 

1350C Toorak Rd, Camberwell (Burwood Village) 

Martyn Littlechild
Carpenter
Traditional Carpentry 
•	 Restorations
•	 Renovations
•	 Repairs

Phone 0407 477 740
Email: martyn@manaroundthehouse.com.au

Glen Iris
ABN 38 084 595 418

One of the many Scout groups in Burwood Bulletin’s 
catchment area is 1st Bennettswood. Typical of those 
established in dormitory suburbs, in the 1950s the Group 
was dependent on the hard work and enthusiasm of 
parents to establish a facility for their children. Hands-
on construction of the hall and fundraising the old-
fashioned way ensured a strong beginning for the Group. 
‘Bottle drives’ – monthly neighbourhood collection of 
beer bottles – are a fondly remembered highlight, with 
one of the benefits the purchase of a bus for trips and 
weekends away.

At 1st Bennettswood, the Henley family is an example 
of a commitment to Scouting. Sue, Bill – who first 
joined as an 8-year-old – and their children Andrew 
and Sarah have together notched up almost 125 years 
of service in a variety of roles. Their record has been 
acknowledged by a Whitehorse Civic Award and 
numerous Scouts Australia awards.

Recognition, however, is not the reason anyone 
becomes a leader, the reward is seeing young people 
flourish. All Scout Groups have great stories to tell and 
they are justifiably proud of their leadership teams. The 
carefully planned programs they present each week are 
an inspiration to any who witness them. The Scouting 
movement’s young members are encouraged to explore 
their unique abilities and personal values, and they each 
contribute in their own way to the community. 

LORRAINE JAMES

In 2020 Scouts negotiated the tangled web of COVID-19

Find a group close to you on 
scoutsvictoria.com.au
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BEST VALUE PRICES
•	 Quality ladies / gents clothing
•	 Shoes – Jewellery – Bric-a-brac
•	 Electrical goods – Books – Toys

All funds go to Rotary projects – 
mostly local, some overseas.
Open Mon–Fri 10am–4pm; Sat 10am–1pm
Donations welcomed: clean quality clothing, 
books, jewellery, electrical goods, etc. 

PLEASE DONATE WHEN SHOP IS OPEN.

Contact shop on 0451 067 309 
or Clem on 9898 1889

The Rotary Club of 
Box Hill Burwood
OP SHOP
113 Canterbury Rd Blackburn 
(2 doors from Woolworths)

boxhillrotaryopshop



LIGHTHOUSE Foundation provides homeless young 
people aged 15–22 from backgrounds of long-term 
neglect and abuse, with a home, a sense of family, 

and around-the-clock therapeutic care that is individually 
tailored, trauma informed and proven to work.

For over 28 years Lighthouse has successfully 
supported more than 900 young people to break the cycle 
of homelessness, move into employment and educational 
opportunities, and overcome damaging life experiences. 

The typical home caters for up to four young people 
and provides 24-hour, seven day-a-week physical and 
emotional support. On average, each young person stays 
in a residential home for between 18–24 months. Each 
home is managed by an experienced Carer supported by 
other care and clinical professionals and volunteers.

You can read some young people’s stories at 
lighthousefoundation.org.au/our-stories/our-young-
people

Paige shared: “When I was 
eight, I knew I wasn’t part of a 
normal family. We often ended 
up stealing to survive or living 
in crisis refuges or transitional 
housing. At Christmas, I would 
always worry about how this 
holiday would turn out. There 
were always more drugs and 
more angry episodes at this time 
of year and I was scared that we 
would end up homeless again. 

“A housing worker mentioned 
a place called Lighthouse to me 
and when I read the pamphlet 

I cried. I knew it was exactly what I wanted. I hoped it 
could be the family I never had. The night before I moved 
into a Lighthouse home, I was so excited, I barely slept a 
wink. I knew this would become my first real home …”

The Lighthouse program provides young people with 
‘life membership’, meaning that even after a young 
person moves out of a Lighthouse home, they can remain 
connected to the Lighthouse family and community 
through the Aftercare and Outreach programs.

Each young person in the Lighthouse program has an 
specially tailored Individual Development Plan (IDP) 
to meet his or her specific developmental needs and 
goals. A mutual agreement of care between the young 
person and Lighthouse is facilitated through the IDP. 
The IDP documents all relevant information including 
personal short- and long-term goals, life skills, emotional, 
psychological and physical wellbeing. 

light in a dark place
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I’m just like you
I have two hands, only no one to hold mine
I’m just like you
I have two feet, only my shoes are broken and too small
I’m just like you
I have a Mum and Dad, only mine couldn’t look after me
I’m just like you
I have a beating heart, only mine hurts all the time
I’m just like you
I sleep at night, only I sleep under the bridge you walk over to go home.
I’m just like you.

A poem by Jessie – Lighthouse young person

(continued on page 43)
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Fine Design’s philosophy is to provide clients with quality services: 

Our service
•	 Architectural	and	Interior	Design
•	 Structural	engineering	design	and	certification
•	 Town	planning	and	Building	Permits
•	 Commercial	and	Residential	development
•	 All	under	one	roof	services

•	 Professional	service	using	current	design	techniques
•	 Lateral	thinking	approach	to	all	design	projects
•	 Maintaining	effective	communications	with	

clients	during	assignments	in	accordance	with	
specifications

•	 Quality	documentation	and	skilful	Tender	to	provide	
clients	with	valuable	pre-construction	design,	
keeping	effective	overall	building	costs

•	 Provision	of	services	within	the	required	time	frame.

262	High	Street	Ashburton	3147	•	Telephone:	9886	9544	•	Email:	finedesign@finedesign.com.au
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THE long-awaited production of Graeme Forsyth’s 
comedy with a touch of drama, No Time On, is 
set to open in December. Originally scheduled for 

July, COVID-19 stalled the season. Even though there 
will be density quotients and patron caps in keeping with 
the pandemic protocols, the production is going ahead.

It is 2006 and country Gilgerie Football Club hasn’t 
won a premiership for 18 years, the Shire Offices have 
moved away and the mainstay Gilgerie Fertiliser Factory 
has closed. A premiership will boost the town’s morale 
and prominent local business man and Club President, 

Wally Carter (Doc White) is looking to entice legendary 
coach Shark Bateman (Cory Hicks) as playing Coach.

Key player Billy Glass (Craig Hyde-Smith), three time 
best and fairest, fancies Wally Carter’s daughter, Crystal 
Carter (Milla Pearl), while Shark’s tolerant wife Barbie 
(Angela Annese) looks forward to his retirement.

Other Club stalwarts, Sylvester (Matthew Coote) and 
Cyril (Chris Grant) throw doubt on Shark’s ability to 
deliver a premiership as the chase for the premiership 
goes down to the wire.

Venue: Rentoul Theatre, 16 Livingstone Close, Burwood
Dates: 3–11 December (8 performances, including matinee)
Online bookings: trybooking.com/BHPAE
Email bookings: playhouseplayers@hotmail.com

Playhouse Players for Premiers!

ENJOY a fun filled night of BBQs, entertainment, 
activities and much more 5pm-10pm. Keep up to 
date with information at https://www.facebook.

com/WhitehorseFestivalSeason 
The concert is AUSLAN interpreted, with a dedicated 

viewing area and interpreters on the big screen 
throughout the show. 

There is also a second viewing area located behind the 

Whitehorse Centre with a large screen.
As parking onsite is very limited it is recommended 

that you use public transport, ride your bike or car 
pool with friends or family. The front service road 
outside the Civic Centre building will be closed for the 
duration of the event. When leaving the site, please be 
mindful of changed traffic conditions on Whitehorse 
and Rooks Roads. 

2021 Australia Day concert
     Whitehorse Council welcomes you!
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MRS N. Curran, of Amaroo st., South Jordanville, 
[now Ashwood] walked up to the front door 
coming home from work last night. She felt in 

her purse . . . what a pest! . . . she had left the key inside 
the house that morning.

A MINUTE LATER THAT VERY FORGETFULNESS 
WAS TO SAVE THE LIFE OF HER SMALL SON AND 
HIS PLAYMATE.

When Mrs. Curran realised she was locked out of the 
house, she asked her six-year-old son, Peter – playing 
football in the front garden with a playmate – to climb 
through the bedroom window to let her in.

Mrs. Curran, Peter, and playmate Ray Farrow, 5, from 
next door, had just reached the kitchen when . . .
CRASH!
The whole house shook as a 30cwt. truck careered 
through the front garden and smashed against the front 
wall where Ray and Peter had been playing.

The tow-truck was travelling along Waverley Rd when 
it struck a rut and its tie-rod snapped. Out of control, it 
raced across the road, smashed down part of the fence 
around the Currans’ home, then crashed head on into the 
bedroom wall.

Mrs. Curran said later: “At first I thought it was a 
thunderstorm, but I ran to the front door, and got a 
terrific shock to see the truck. If I hadn’t forgotten the 
key. Peter and Ray would have still been playing just 
where it hit”.

The tow-truck was wrecked.

60 seconds
saves 

Pete

The Argus,   Thursday, 13 December 1956
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TREES are an integral and highly valued part of 
Boroondara’s natural and designed heritage. With 
more than 100 000 street and park trees, their 

health and safety must be managed now and in future, 
for the benefit of the community and the environment.

Over 75 per cent of trees are now mature, with many 
planted during the inter-war period between 1920 and 
1940, when housing developments were expanding and 
nature strip trees became common features.

With some trees entering into the decline phase of 
their lifespan, and in many cases, having outgrown 
their planting sites, we need to manage their risk and 
plan for their progressive renewal through removal and 
replacement.

Our older trees are also more prone to increased 
stresses caused by changes in our urban environment and 
warming climate. The impacts on trees, like mandatory 
pruning to meet electric line clearance obligations, or 
damage to roots during works on essential services 
(gas, water, communication and other underground 
services), pose major risks for the health of trees. Council 
is working to tighten protection conditions surrounding 
trees to limit any impact during infrastructure work.

To maintain Boroondara’s green, leafy streets and 
parks, strategies are being implemented to renew older 
trees that pose a safety risk, while ensuring minimal loss 
of landscape amenity by:

•	 providing infill plantings on streets, where gaps in 
nature strips exist

•	 replacing poorly performing trees where 
the impact of removal is on a smaller scale, 

particularly if the street also lacks a coherent 
planting theme

•	 staggering larger scale tree renewal over a three- 
to five-year timeframe, or longer as appropriate, 
based on the street character, to minimise impacts 
of mature tree loss

•	 ensuring a more diverse mix of tree species across 
our streets and parks, to build resilience to climate 
change

•	 broadening the mix of tree ages within a location, 
to spread future tree renewal over time.

These actions will all take place through consultation 
with residents directly impacted and the broader 
community. Residents will also have the opportunity to 
be involved in tree selection ahead of renewal, which will 
consider:

•	 suitability to site – available growing space, soil 
type, water-holding capacity, light availability, and 
overall location, including assessment of challenges 
to tree growth due to above and below-ground 
infrastructure

•	 contribution to street amenity – leafy canopy and 
other aesthetic values such as bark, flowers, fruit; 
and fit with the character of the neighbourhood

•	 habitat value – the provision of trees that attract 
insects, birds and other native wildlife, and 
the recognition that this can have positive and 
negative impacts.

Trees are an integral and highly valued part of 
Boroondara’s natural and designed heritage.

To learn more visit Tree renewal or call 9278 4444.

keeping the future 
green
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WHEN the Rotary Club of Box Hill 
Burwood became aware of the urgent 
need to provide food support to 

many hundreds of university and TAFE students 
at Deakin University and Box Hill TAFE left 
stranded when the COVID-19 pandemic hit 
in March, they took immediate action. Nearly 
all these students lost their part-time jobs and 
do not receive Job Seeker or any other ongoing 
government support. 

In August, RCBHB director Simon Wheelton 
heard about a fledgling food pantry for Deakin 
students run by St Thomas̀ s Church in Burwood. 
Each Saturday it provided food basics and 
vouchers for up to 50 students. Since then, with 
the help of RCBHB (now the principal sponsor) 
and other generous donors, the program has 
grown to nearly 200 students each week and the 
food offered has expanded to hundreds of bread 
and pastry products each week, meal packs with 
all ingredients included and nearly 200 cooked 
dinners. On Saturdays 120 dinners are delivered 
for those students in residence at Deakin. 

Simon says that “Apart from being a major 
financial supporter of the St Tom’s Hope project, 
members of our club each week collect and deliver: 
•	 donated fresh fruit and vegetables 
•	 trays of end-of-day bakery goods from Bakers 

Delight in Victoria Gardens and Bread Street 
Bakery in Mont Albert 

•	 100 meals cooked in the Parliament House 
kitchens 

•	 100 meals cooked by Alex Makes Meals in 
Preston

•	 each month free-range eggs donated by Green 
Eggs in Ararat.” 

Using the St Tom’s initiative as a model, 
RCBHB looked to see what could be done for 
students at Box Hill TAFE.
•	 A Food Pantry provided by Box Hill 

Community Information & Support, at the 
rear of Box Hill Town Hall has provided a 

pantry/pick up grocery service for the needy 
for many years and are happy to include the 
students. 

•	 A Meals On Wheels (MOW) initiative by 
Mont Albert baker David Winter delivers to 
nearly 200 lonely and isolated needy residents 
in the City of Whitehorse twice each week. 
Volunteers cook and deliver the meals on 
Monday and Friday. A growing number of 
students are from Box Hill TAFE. 

RCBHB is now a significant sponsor of 
these initiatives despite its own fundraising 
activities having all but ground to a halt due to 
the pandemic plus there have been significant 
community donations.

17/09/2020 – This week RCBHB will deliver to 
St Tom’s:
•	 200kg of rice and noodles, 40kg of onions; 

boxes of fruits donated by the Indian 
Community

•	 5 trays of bakery goods from David Winter̀ s 
Bread Street and Bakers Delight in Victoria 
Gardens 

•	 6 cartons (180 dozen) eggs from Green Eggs 
in Ararat 

•	 100 meals cooked in the Parliament House 
kitchens

•	 100 meals cooked by a restaurant in Preston 
•	 20 cartons of Kefir Water from Emma and 

Tom’s juices.
24/09/20 – Excellent news. RCBHB received an 

email from John Devereaux, Executive Director, 
Division of Student Life Deakin University about 
a significant donation to our food project.

“I am really pleased to advise that our Vice-
Chancellor has approved a donation of $20 000 
from our Student Financial Hardship Fund. The 
funds will be provided to Box Hill Burwood 
Rotary to support the provision of food and other 
relief to students. As I’ve said before we are very 
grateful and appreciative of the efforts of so many 
in the community”. 

Food relief for students
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MANY people like to spot car number plates and note 
how they progress and to marvel at all the variety out 
there. Some people like to collect them and line the 
walls of their garage or shed. David West grew up in 
Burwood and has been ‘spotting’ since he was a child. He 
started collecting plates in the 1980s and soon joined the 
Number Plate Collectors’ Club.

The Club has nearly 400 members around Australia 
and the world. There are other clubs in the USA and 
Europe. We like to study their history, their design, their 
story. The Club enables members to meet regularly, to 
keep up-to-date on the latest articles and information 
and to share their knowledge and experience with newer 
members. We produce an excellent magazine four times a 
year. Membership also helps keep us in good relationship 
with the authorities.

If you are a number plate collector already, or would 
like to start, you might like to join the Club. We meet 
three times a year in Wantirna and have a National 
Convention in June which moves around the states.

You may have wondered how all the letters and 
numbers on the Victorian car plates work. Then there are 
motorcycle, truck, trailer and all the special issue plates. 
Feel free to ask questions or come along to a meeting. If 
you have any plates lurking in your shed or in a box we 
may be interested in buying them from you.

Some plate spotters have side interests in registration 
labels (remember them?) and road signs, etc. All these 
things make for a colourful display in your garage.

Contact David on phone 0417 993 369 or email 
davidwest3152@gmail.com

harvesting 
numbers

spoon 
power!

THERE’S a new fad in Melbourne – Spoonvilles. The 
colourful handcrafted spoon characters brightened up 
the neighbourhood for children during remote learning.

Originating in the English village of Winnersh, the trend was 
soon flourishing in Victoria and miniature gardens of wooden 
spoons now abound. There are over 240 Spoonville sites spread 
throughout the state.

Want to get involved? Find a Spoonville display and add 
your own little handmade character to the cluster. Or start 
one yourself!

Here’s one found by BB reader Peter Wynd, in 
Daniel Street, Burwood.
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A drive to the Dandenongs – a serene place to 
visit following our imposed lockdown.
Location: 1402-1404 Mount Dandenong 
Tourist Road, Mount Dandenong. 
Normally open 10am – 4:30pm daily.

William 
Ricketts 

Sanctuary

BORN on 11 December 1898 in Richmond, William 
Edward Ricketts, (Bill), was the last of four children 
of Alfred Clarence Ricketts and Susan Jones. 

Before devoting his life to his sculptures, he worked as an 
apprentice jeweller and violinist for cinema orchestras. 
Not trained as a potter, his works often exhibit cracking.

In 1934 Bill started the sculpture park, now named 
William Ricketts Sanctuary, as a place for quiet reflection. 
He worked on this project until his death at the age of 94 on 
9 September 1993. He believed that all Australians should 
adopt Aboriginal philosophies, respecting the spirituality of 
Mother Earth and all things in the natural world. 

He never married and although not rich, his art sales 
supported him. He spent 60 years living in and working 
on his ‘Forest of Love’. 

From 1949 to 1960 he made frequent trips into 
Central Australia to live with Pitjantjatjara and Arrernte 
Aborigines whose traditions and culture inspired his 
sculpture. There are over 90 sculptures within the 
sanctuary grounds depicting Aboriginal people engaging 
with the earth in a forest setting.

In 1964, the William Ricketts Sanctuary opened to the 
public and later that decade the Victorian Government 
bought the sanctuary, vowing to protect the sculptures 
and surrounding landscape. 

Scattered throughout the mountain ash trees and tree 
ferns are 92 ceramic sculptures depicting indigenous 
people and their relationship with Mother Nature. The 
work is closely integrated with natural rock formations 
and tree trunks and a repeated theme is European 
settlement’s impact on the natural Australian landscape. 
There are many smaller sculptures hidden in the nooks 
of rocks, and at the foot of the sculptures are concentric 
circles representing the beginning of all life.

Bill modelled each sculpture after the likeness of 
a real person, and among his most notable works are 
the Atirantuka Winged Figure and the depiction of his 
spiritual self beside a lyrebird totem.

Throughout the sanctuary are archways, grottos and 
streams, all of which deepen the sense of tranquillity.

Upon beginning the 500-metre journey, visitors 
will see an Inspiration Plaque which reads: In all this 
sanctuary there is one theme only expressing reverence for 
life in the new world environment. This is the first of many 
handmade plaques along the path, all of which include an 
observance made by Bill.
Man is nature’s masterpiece, therefore claim your 
inheritance by giving her the cooperation you owe. 

– William Ricketts

(INSET): 
William 
Ricketts 
circa 1960



20 Burwood Bulletin  december 2020–February 2021

Become a teacher to lead us into the  
future, and inspire who comes next.

vic.gov.au/TeachTheFuture

Be a leader. 
Become a  

teacher.
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Interested in 
Family History?

FHC

We can help you . . .

Family History Connections . . . 
tracing ancestors in Australia and beyond
1/41 Railway Road Blackburn
Phone: 9877 3789
email: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au
www.familyhistoryconnections@org.au

•  Free Starting Out 
   Classes (for members 
   and non-members)
•  Research Assistance
•  An extensive collection of 
   library and digital resources
•  Interest Groups, Webinars and Zoom Meetings
    on a range of topics
•  Located in Blackburn close to public transport

"Find the story, not just the person" 

HAVE you ever wondered about your family 
history but the thought of beginning to research 
is a little too daunting or overwhelming?

Some people are satisfied with just finding names 
and dates of births, deaths and marriages and creating 
a pedigree chart. For others, family history is so much 
more. It is about learning how your ancestors lived, 
where they worked, their hardships, disappointments and 
achievements. What might have driven them to make 
some of the decisions they made?

A family history journey can be unpredictable. Be 
warned that you never know what you will discover – 
some of our forebears may not be the people we expected. 
Some aspects of the journey may be straightforward 
and things will fall into place easily. Other parts may 
be more problematic and you may face a dreaded ‘brick 
wall’. Many researchers complain that their ancestors 
must have swum here because they cannot be located in 
shipping lists. But the challenges are what drive family 
history detectives and if you are able to overcome such 
obstacles, there can be immense satisfaction.

You are the starting point – work backwards using 
what you know, being careful to verify your findings 
using primary sources, such as certificates and 
newspapers. Once you have laid some foundations you 
can start to ‘flesh out the bones’.

There are so many sources of information to consider 
– talk to relatives, look at diaries, letters, family Bibles, 
birthday books, heirlooms and wills. Family photos can 
tell you a lot too. There are records available for censuses, 
shipping, cemeteries, schools, land ownership, and 
war service. Local historical societies are helpful. Old 
Australian newspapers can be accessed on the website 
TROVE, a free, fascinating and rewarding source. If you 
find a convict ancestor there are many records available – 
possibly even a physical description of them! 

As your family history research expands you may find 
it useful to engage with like-minded people at a family 
history centre to learn about more specialised sources 
available to enhance your discoveries.
Everyone has a story – you can find yours!

connecting 
the 
ancestral 
dots
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WELCOME to this new series of articles in the 
Bulletin. The areas around Burwood have lots 
of walking tracks and cycle paths to explore, 

and interesting sights to see. These walks will be short 
half-day ones, approximately 6km, and may involve 
public transport for part of the journey. Put on your 
walking shoes, charge your myki, carry some water and 
your copy of the Bulletin, dress for the weather on the 
day and join us for a walk in our local district. Melway 
map references (in brackets) help you along the way.

Our first walk starts in Burwood Village. Hop onto 
the tram going to Vermont South, and travel just three 
stops to the corner of Elgar Road (60, K6). Walk across the 
highway and head downhill into the Local History Park. 
As you walk this section, enjoy the sculptures (you can 
read their stories), look for the site and memories of the 
Burwood Drive-in, the “orchards”, the geology and the old 
bridge (more about the last two of these in our next walk). 
After about half a kilometre, you reach Highbury Road. 

Cross the road at the lights, and the trail continues 
through Australian trees and two wetlands. The “drain” on 

BURWOOD WALKS

AS Mark has not been able to do his 
usual Burwood Walks during lockdown, 
we print his very first walk, which 

appeared in issue #129, winter 2013. Mark 
went back over the walk recently to check that 
conditions have not changed. “I can report 
that the route is in good condition and, since 
it really follows Gardiners Creek most of the 
way, pretty predictable.”

“Discover Wonders as you Wander”ALAMEIN Neighbourhood and Learning Centre 
Inc (ANLC) has been on the corner of Ashburn 
Grove and Alamein Avenue in Ashburton, 

directly opposite the Alamein train station, since 1984. 
Our programs help people build new skills and pursue 
activities to enrich their lives and connect them to their 
local community. 

From small beginnings in a local public housing flat, 
it has grown to a centre providing courses for over 600 
students yearly, supported by more than 40 enthusiastic 
volunteers and committed staff. 

As a Learn Local organisation we receive funding 
from the Victorian Government through its Adult, 
Community and Further Education Board. We have 
education pre-accredited training programs for those 
wanting to enter or re-enter the workforce, or to go on to 
further study; especially people who may otherwise have 
limited access to learning opportunities. Classes, offered 
at different levels, include digital literacy and English as a 
Second Language.

Our motto is “Learn, Laugh and Live”. As well as 
further education courses we offer a large range of 
activities such as cooking club, discussion group, mosaics, 
yoga, Pilates and meditation. We have a community 
garden for local residents to grow their own vegies, and 
a gardening group which meets regularly. A Men’s Shed 
program offers opportunities to pursue woodworking 
or art-based activities and our drop-in program invites 
community members can pop in to read the newspaper, 
have a cuppa and use our public access computer.

Even though the Centre has been closed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve been able to move many of 
our activities online, enabling our students to continue to 
participate, learn valuable skills and stay connected with 
others in the community.

Look out for our Term 1 Course Guide in January 2021 
about what we have planned, or call us on 9885 9401. We 
hope you can join us in 2021 and help us learn, laugh 
and live together at the Alamein Neighbourhood and 
Learning Centre.

STUART MILLIGAN 
ANLC community development worker

Learn, Laugh and Live 
at Alamein 



From 
Burwood 
Village 
through 
Markham 
Reserve
your right is actually Gardiners Creek. After a while, you 
will cross High Street Road (60, J10) and continue past 
sporting reserves for hockey and rugby. As you approach 
Warrigal Road, look for the huge old Liquidambar tree on 
your left. There are some vegie gardens on the opposite 
bank too. This section was about 3km.

The next section of the walk (about 2km) goes through 
Markham Reserve, and you can easily leave the busy 
bicycle trail and walk across the grassland. If you do, 
look out for the point where Gardiners Creek “escapes” 
its concrete channel to begin a more natural course. 
Another big surprise, if you don’t already know about 
it, is the new playground. This is a good place to take a 
rest stop, admire the design and count just how many 
activities there are available in it. There is a toilet here too. 
Continue along the path until you reach an embankment 
at the end of Markham Parade (60 D12). Turn right, 
and it will be obvious you are on the old “Outer Circle” 
railway easement. Continue north to Alamein station.

You have the choice now to continue beside the railway 
line along the “Anniversary Trail”, or perhaps catch 
the train for two stops to Burwood station? (Curiously, 
Burwood station is not actually in Burwood.) Leave the 
train and walk north down to Toorak Road (60, C5), and 
catch the Vermont South tram back to Burwood Village. 
By now, you have earned a coffee, a tasty cake, an ice-
cream or maybe lunch – yum!

MARK LEARMONTH

PICTURES 
(clockwise from left): Memories of Burwood Drive-in;   
A seat under this Liquidambar is inviting; Frogs were 

calling in the wetlands when this picture was taken; 
Approaching the playground in Markham Reserve.
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Let us attend to all your computer 
needs; all work is guaranteed. Visit our 
workshop or we can come to you to:
•	 Set up your new computer
•	 Repair Laptops, Tablets, Macs & PCs
•	 Set up your Wi-Fi and NBN
•	 Update and replace old PCs and 

recycle the old unit (rebuilt computer 
systems are given to people who 
cannot afford them).

STEVE A. POLGAR,	Principal,	Qualified	Repairer	
Unit 1, 8 Wirreanda Court, Blackburn
Tel: 9878 9818 or Mobile: 0417 338 704 
Email: stevpc@tpg.com.au     Website: www.stevpc.com

STEV-COMPUTER
since 2000
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PICTURES: (above) Eastern Cricket 
Association Dunstan Shield winners 
2020; (left) Rachael Haynes in action 

(Photo by Will Russell).

in 2008. In that time, over 1500 clubs from both sports have 
benefitted from the program.

“Clubs play an integral role in nurturing and developing 
players who then go on to play representative cricket and they 
are a big part of our identity”, Rachael said. “The combined 
program has been an extremely successful one and the 
contributions can’t be underestimated”.

Fifteen years ago NBCC welcomed Rachael as a player. 
“They made me feel part of the game and the club and that 
was really significant for me because it made me feel like I 
belonged. I have gone on to play international cricket, and I 
wouldn’t have done that without the contributions they made.”

NBCC began back in 1927, initially nicknamed the “Red 
Robins” after the famous maroon cap. But in recent years the 
nickname has changed to the “North Balwyn Bulls”, after the 
main turf wicket located on the DS Bull oval at Macleay Park, 
North Balwyn.

YOSHANTHI WELLAWA

Supporting 
community 

cricket

To support North Balwyn Crick Club you can purchase tickets 
for Toyota’s Good for Cricket raffle – drawn on 26 February – at 
toyotagoodforcricket.raffletix.com.au/nbccbulls?q=buy 
First prize: 2019 Toyota RAV4 2WD Hybrid GX 2.5L 5D Wagon
Second prize: 2019 Toyota Camry Hybrid Ascent 2.5L Auto CVT 
Sedan
Third prize: 2019 Toyota Corolla Hybrid Ascent Sport 1.8L Auto 
CVT Hatch

WHILE COVID-19 continues to challenge us, North 
Balwyn Cricket Club (NBCC) says Toyota’s Good 
for Cricket program significantly helps clubs 

navigate the disruptions caused by this pandemic.
President of NBCC, Neil Dalrymple says they have been 

participating in the raffle for the past three years. “This year 
especially, it will be a very important part of our fundraising 
program as it is a very challenging season due to COVID-19.”

NBCC is among many clubs across the country 
participating in the raffle.

“That support helps keep community cricket clubs like 
ours going and enables us to provide a high standard of 
facilities and opportunities for anyone that wants to get into 
the game, whether that’s just for fun or to help develop for 
greater aspirations. Community clubs are where careers in the 
sport are honed and we are proud to have Aussie test cricketer 
Rachael Haynes as someone who started here at North Balwyn 
playing under 12s.”

Rachael highlighted the massive role clubs play in bringing 
people together. She said that one of the many challenges 
clubs face currently is finding new ways for members to stay 
connected during times of restrictions and creating a sense of 
purpose during extremely challenging times. The raffle helps 
clubs do all that and more. 

Combined with Good for Footy, the program has reached 
the $10 million milestone of funds raised since its inception 



WHAT a year 2020 has 
been! There have been 
many challenges, in 

both our business world, and 
personal lives. 

Our trader community at Burwood Village have forged 
through tough times, and are pleased to have been able 
to open, albeit with some restrictions in place. The ability 
to connect with customers face-to-face is of utmost 

importance to our traders. Of course, where customers 
have diverted to online, thank you! The support has been 
greatly appreciated. 

Christmas will look a little different this year. We 
are saddened that we can’t have our regular events. 
However, we promise that we’ll make it fun online! 
Our recent Halloween ‘Monster Prize Giveaway’ on our 
social channels hit record entry numbers. 

Our new mural, next to Overhear Coffee 
& Food, was months in the making, and 
collaboration with the landlord and City of 
Boroondara made this possible. We’re thrilled to 
offer local students the chance to have their own 
artistic creation be the inspiration for two art 
pieces within the mural. Submissions close on 6 
December. For details, head to our website.

Sign up to e-News to be the first to know 
about all things Christmas, online competitions 
and retailer news. Follow us on Facebook or 
Instagram for your chance to win great prizes! 

For more information on Burwood Village, 
and for the store directory, visit:
burwoodvillage.com.au
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A local Christmas

“

”

HAIRDRESSING Phone 9889 5152
1423 Toorak Road, Burwood
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EACH year, thousands of birds and air breathing 
aquatic wildlife are seriously injured or killed by 
discarded litter. A new awareness campaign aims 

to encourage Australians to protect wildlife by cutting 
through plastic rings, rubber bands and hair ties before 
disposing of them. 

Snip Rings for Wildlife aims to inform people about 
the dangers these items pose to wildlife and what they 
can do about it.

The Australian Wildlife Society campaign calls 
on Australians who encounter wildlife that has been 
entangled in rubbish to share 
their experiences.

The society’s president 
Suzanne Medway said rubbish 
could get stuck around the beaks, 
muzzles, feet, wings or fins of 
animals, preventing them from 
eating or limiting movement.

“Young animals can become 
entrapped in these items, and 
as they grow, these items cut 
into their flesh, sometimes 
amputating limbs or killing the 
animal,” she said.

Suzanne said some jars, bottles, and tetra packs now 
come with a plastic ring that snaps apart upon opening, 
but many do not. When the society encounters rings that 
do not snap, it contacts manufacturers to encourage them 
to take action.

Those who encounter entangled wildlife are urged to 
share videos of themselves snipping through the ring on 
social media, using the hashtag #snipringsforwildlife. 

Community members are also encouraged to write 
to companies who produce non-snapping rings, rubber 
bands and hair ties to call for action.

Snip Rings for Wildlife 

This turtle, Mae West, has been deformed. As she grew, she could not break 
this plastic belt around her waist. Her shell is now permanently deformed, 

giving her an hourglass-like shape. Photo: Marcus Eriksen

BY September this year, 16 751 vehicles were stolen in Victoria. 
The two most popular cars stolen were the Nissan Pulsar N15 
and Holden Commodore VE.

Seven out of 10 cars are stolen with their own keys. Car thieves 
sneak into homes through unlocked doors and windows and look for 
keys left in easily accessible places, such as on a key hook or in a bowl 
near the door. Protect your car by placing your keys out of sight, lock 
all doors and windows, and make sure your family is doing the same.
COVID-19 Impact: 
The nation’s social and work-related travel restrictions helped contain 
theft levels. However, there was still a small increase overall. “With 
the ongoing financial impact of the pandemic … it is almost certain 
the current uplift in vehicle crime will extend well into 2021 at a 
minimum.” … Theft Watch.
Safety Tips: 
•	 Never leave keys in the ignition when vehicle is unattended.
•	 Lock your car when paying for fuel.
•	 Close all windows, lock all doors before leaving your car 

unattended.
•	 Don’t leave valuables within view, lock them in the boot or take 

them with you.
•	 Don’t leave registration papers, driver licence or other papers or 

cards in unattended car. 
•	 Paperwork found could advise a thief that the owner’s home 

address is unattended at that time. 
•	 Don’t have your personal address on tags attached to car keys.
•	 Don’t hide spare car keys anywhere on the car.

Source: Neighbourhood Watch Victoria

Be 
key 

safe



28 Burwood Bulletin  december 2020–February 2021
   burwoodoneshoppingcentre

Forget airfares, accommodation, quarantining and packing the wrong clothes –  

Burwood One lets you travel the globe this Christmas with international photo ops galore. 

Our windows will be transformed with graphic backdrops for all your holiday selfies. Bring props, dress for the scenery, and 

put yourself in the picture at some of the world’s best loved Christmas scenes without lifting a suitcase. 

• The Rink at Rockefella Centre NY • A Swiss Chalet • Tropical Beach scene

• Chinese Lantern Festival • The German Christmas Markets • Christmas Carollers

Our Virtual Santa will happily pop into your holiday snaps. Just scan the floor decal and  

he will step out to pose with you. Visit burwoodone.com.au for full details. 

Your Passport  
to Christmas  

Around the World
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ONE thing with doing meetings via zoom is you 
don't have to get dressed up – just stick a top over 
the PJs. So, when we are back meeting face-to-

face we will have to go back to getting dressed up.
I am a member of the Needlework and Tapestry Guild 

of Victoria and we usually meet every Saturday at Box 
Hill Community Centre but from when we went into 
Stage 2 when we could not meet, we purchased a Zoom 
subscription and have been meeting every Saturday. It has 
been amazing and we have become a much closer group. 
One of our members lives in Texas and another member 
lives in Bermagui (NSW) and they both join us. We also 
have a yearly weekend retreat at Lancefield; but this year 
we did it via Zoom.

Our annual Exhibition should have been held in 
October at the Community Centre, so instead we had a 
‘Zoomibition’ on Saturday and Sunday. We all emailed 
our secretary with pictures of our work and she put 
together a wonderful PowerPoint presentation. We still 
held our raffle and had our sale table, which we just 
about cleaned out. The treasurer then sent us invoices 
for what we bought. With the increase in travel distances 
permitted the Committee are going to deliver the 
goodies. It's amazing how we have all adapted to the new 
COVID-normal.

We’re also making a COVID-19 banner where many 
members have embroidered a square with something that 
represents 2020 to them. The squares will be then sewn 
together. Mine is a heart to represent the love which has 
come from the members of the Guild.

HELEN ECKERSLEY

Needlework Tapestry Guild 
embraces Zoom

GLENFERRIE Festival is one of Melbourne’s 
largest community festivals, attracting over 
100 000 people annually.  

Be entertained by the deconstructed parade, 
live music, fashion parades, over 250 stalls 
selling food, Artisan products from Hawthorn 
Makers Market, community stalls and Glenferrie 
Hawthorn traders offering sampling menus. 

When:  Sunday 28 February 11am–5pm 

Where: Between Burwood & Barkers roads, 
 Hawthorn. 
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boxhillburwoodrotary.org.au

Provision of Community Grants over last 10 years (maximum $2000) to

Enjoy our social activities and make new friends
Use your professional, technical and management skills

Why join our Rotary Club?
It’s a fantastic opportunity to:
•	 Give back to the community
•	 Stay active
•	 Contribute to local & international projects
•	 Transition from work to retirement

Join this great organisation now in its renewal stage.
We invite women and men of all ages and cultural 
backgrounds to join our friendly club.

Join us NOW!
Ray Riehm, Membership Director 

Phone: 0406 736 012

Box Hill Burwood 
Club Projects

•	 Presbyterian Ladies College’s Interact Club 
Sponsored by Box Hill Burwood Rotary

•	 Alkira Kitchen Refurbishment
•	 Box Hill Hospital – equipment and research
•	 Team Med Uganda – Monash Medical 

students have assisted with medical aid to 
villagers at the Suubi Community Health 
Clinic every year since 2016

•	 Neighbourhood Houses
•	 Eastern Emergency Services
•	 Scouts, Donvale Girl Guides

•	 Pre Schools and 
Kindergartens

•	 Men’s Shed

Fundraising
•	 Annual Box Hill Burwood Rotary 

Whitehorse Art Show
•	 Rotary Box Hill Burwood Op Shop
•	 Whitehorse Farmers Market

How We Operate
Formal meetings every 1st and 3rd Tuesday, 6pm for 6.15pm 
in the Upton Room at the Box Hill RSL 
•	 interesting guest speakers
•	 social meetings every 2nd & 4th Tuesday, 6.15pm (optional)

Rotary
Box Hill Burwood

Major grants included:

ORGANISATIONAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM
There has never been a better time for your organisation to be involved in Rotary Club of Box Hill Burwood, where member 
benefits, community service and networking create opportunity. This membership allows your organisation multiple ways  to 
participate, eg

•	 Nominate one of your team to be a Rotary Club of Box Hill Burwood member and to participate at any time in the club 
meetings, projects and activities

•	 Your organisation may also propose another employee or member as an Alternate Member to attend meetings, events, 
projects, etc. in place of or with your Nominated Member

•	 You work with the Rotary Club of Box Hill Burwood to 
identify how you would like the experience to work for your 
organisation”.

Filling the larder at the Whitehorse Farmers’ Market

Rotary BHB Annual Art Show



The hearing aid that gives you 
a full day’s power. Every day. 
Need a hearing aid that will support you through a full day’s work? Rely on Oticon Opn STM.

Oticon Opn S is the hearing aid that gives you the 360° sound experience and is available as 
a rechargeable style. Just place the Oticon hearing aids in the charger for three hours, and 
you’ll have power for the entire day. With supported hearing all day and no need to change 
batteries, you can concentrate on getting the job done. 

Always read the instructions for use. Follow the instructions for use. 

Find out more about what Oticon Opn S can do for you. 
Call now to book your appointment 1300 878 343
Lithium-ion battery performance varies depending on hearing loss, lifestyle and streaming behaviour. Oticon Opn S miniRlTE R rechargeable hearing 
aids are not compatible with disposable batteries. The charging dock is an additional accessory required for the hearing aids to function. 



MINUTEMAN Box Hill South has operated as 
a family-owned business since February 1999 at 
Shop 2, 193 Middleborough Road, Box Hill South. 
“We are extremely proud to be the (pioneer) First 
Minuteman Press, the world’s largest and top rated 

Digital Print, Marketing 
and Design Franchise in 
Australia”, says Dan.

As such Dan the 
Minuteman has a wealth of 
experience. As the industry 
evolved, Dan stayed at 
the forefront by embracing 
change and adopting digital 
technology. His passion 
for the industry’s future is 
highlighted by investment in 
the latest Digital Press and 
Wide Format technology, 

enabling them to provide customers with the 
highest quality product at extremely competitive 
prices with the fastest turnaround times.

Using the most up-to-date software, they 
produce the widest range of Print, Wide Format 
and Promotional products and high quality 
graphic design. Specialising in full-colour 
brochures, they’ll provide anything you can 
put a logo on. 

Minuteman Press Box Hill South is 
passionate about helping your business 
grow and will take the highest level 
of care to give you peace of mind. 
Whether it’s business cards, poster, 
brochures, booklets, stationery, 
postcards, pens, manuals, reports, 
forms – whatever! – they have 
a product that will work for you 
and	get	your	job	right	first	time,	
every time. 

Their Onsite Graphic Design 
can smooth the path to a 
great print job – if you need 
artwork ideas they can 
visit your location. Free 
delivery.	To	find	out	
more: 
www.minutemanpress.
com.au/print-shop/
box-hill-south 
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AS a result of the coronavirus pandemic, we’re 
all dealing with unprecedented uncertainty 
and major changes to the way we live our lives. 

Having to adapt in ways that are completely new and 
with mounting uncertainty can bring unwanted anxiety, 
stress and worry. Stress is an expected human response to 
challenging or dangerous situations. 

Anxiety is the most common mental health issue in 
Australia. On average, one in four people will experience 
an anxiety disorder at some time in their life, but this is 
not often talked about. A small amount of anxiety and 
stress is normal and, in some cases, helpful, but if our 
anxiety or stress doesn’t go away and starts to happen 
without any particular reason or makes it hard to cope 
with, then perhaps it’s time to reach out and ask for help. 

Trying to hide our anxiety and stress can often 
exacerbate the condition. 

For 30 years, Anxiety Recovery Centre Victoria 
(ARCVic) has supported people living with anxiety 
disorders, their family and carers, and their local 
communities. We’re a state-wide specialist service that 
understands anxiety and we are here to help – we’re 
only a phone call away. If required, we can offer free 
regular support. 

We also have an Anxiety Ambassador program where 
people who have experienced chronic and debilitating 
anxiety share their uplifting stories – about Panic and 
Agoraphobia; OCD (Obsessive Compulsive Disorder) 
and other general anxieties: arcvic.org.au/resources/
ocdandanxietystories 

Some shared stories: Cycling to Break the Anxiety 
Cycle; Simon’s Silent Battle; Perfectionism and Pressure; 
Acknowledge your Social Anxiety, and many more. 
Have you a story to share? Send it to admin@arcvic.
org.au or download the Anxiety Ambassador Toolkit 
at shorturl.at/otzEG 

MICHELLE GRAEBER 
ARCVic CEO 

ARCVic’s helpline 1300 269 438. w: arcvic.org.au
Financial support for coronavirus (COVID-19) 

dhhs.vic.gov.au/financial-support-coronavirus-COVID-1 
Business support 

business.vic.gov.au/.../business-financial-support
Students support

students.unimelb.edu.au/student-support/coronavirus/financial-support

Breaking through Anxiety

Tips for looking after ourselves during 
COVID-19

Talk about how we’re feeling to gain 
perspective. Talking out loud can help 
process what’s happening and see how 
anxiety or stress is impacting our body, 
thoughts, feelings and emotions. 
Breathe – Take some time for yourselves. 
Breathing techniques can encourage us to 
breathe deeper and help reduce symptoms. 
Challenge our perspectives gently – Anxiety 
can cause us to jump to the worst-case 
scenario. Don’t give negative thoughts too 
much power. Thoughts are thoughts, not 
necessarily facts. 
Routine to find our new normal – Reconnect 
with nature, stay connected with family or 
friends, exercise, self-care, make healthy 
choices, etc.
Reach out to friends and family, ring them, 
hear their voice rather than text them.
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The Association of Independent Retirees (A.I.R.) is 
a national non-profit non-political organisation 
with branches Australia wide. A.I.R. advocates 

for retirees (or those soon to retire) who fully or partly 
self-fund their retirement and may only partly rely on a 
Commonwealth pension.

Membership is open to those over 50 who plan to 
fully or partly self-fund their retirement. Our reasonable 
annual subscriptions are currently reduced to $25 for 
Single and $38 for Couple memberships due to COVID.

The Melbourne Eastern Branch usually has two-hour 
monthly meetings in Jolimont Road Forest Hill. During 
COVID restrictions, we hold Zoom meetings where 
members are kept up-to-date on matters relevant to 
members’ interests. 

We have speakers on topics relevant to retirees 
including financial planning issues, industry and self-

managed superannuation funds, investment products, 
aged care and home care planning, health care, 
maximising government benefits and pensions, and 
legal issues such as wills, powers of attorney.

The National objective is to advance and protect 
the interests and independent lifestyle of Australians 
in or approaching retirement including advocating to 
all levels of Government to seek equitable economic, 
taxation, health, aged care, and social environment 
outcomes for our members via – detailed formal 
submissions to decision makers; deputations; 
representations on Boards, Committees etc. and 
presentations to relevant Inquiries and NGO Agencies.

If you’re interested in joining, please contact Colin 
Carter (President) on 0402 405 010. 
www.independentretirees.com.au

an 
independent 
AIR
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MASTER THE ART OF WOODTURNING

FOREST HILL WOODTURNERS
6 WEEK INTRODUCTORY COURSE ON JOINING

MONDAYS 9.30AM — 3PM / SATURDAYS 9.30AM — 12.30PM
32 RICHMOND ST, BLACKBURN STH

WWW.FHWT.ORG.AU 

THE Orange Door is a free service for adults, 
children and young people who are experiencing 
or have experienced family violence, and families 

who need extra support with the care of children. 
Contact The Orange Door if:
•	 someone close to you is hurting you, controlling you 

or making you feel afraid – such as your partner, 
family member, carer or parent(s)

•	 you are a child or young person who doesn’t have 
what you need to be okay 

•	 you are worried about the safety of a friend or 
family member

•	 you need more support with the care of children, 
e.g. due to money issues, illness, addiction, grief, 
isolation or conflict 

•	 you are worried about the safety of a child or 
young person

•	 you need help to change your behaviour and stop 
using violence in your relationships.

They can work with you on your own, or with family 
members depending on your situation. You can seek help 
or support if you are a migrant or a refugee or do not 
have permanent residency.

You can access a range of family violence services and 
family services in person or over the phone. You don’t 
need a referral. 

To make it easier for people to be safer and supported, 
The Orange Door brings together workers from specialist 
family violence services; family services; Aboriginal 
services and services for men who use violence.

Your safety is the priority and they will decide with you 
whether it is best to work over the phone or in person.

The Orange Door workers are highly trained and 
experienced in responding to family violence and 
supporting children, young people, parents and families 
who need extra support with their care and wellbeing. 
They understand that every situation is different and that 
people who need their services may also be dealing with 
other issues, such as financial; legal; health; substance 
misuse; housing; employment or education.

Eastern Domestic Violence Service 9259 4200
9am–8pm Mon – Fri; 9am–5pm Saturday
Services: Women, children and young people’s family 
violence services; Aboriginal services; Men's family 
violence services.
Child FIRST 1300 762 125
Services: Child and family services.
Past Family Violence
For assistance relating to past or current family violence 
and would like help now: 
orangedoor.vic.gov.au/find-a-service-near-you

a 
helping 
hand
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I was recently asked this question by one of our newer 
advertisers. “No one”, I answered.

When we cancelled our winter edition as a 
result of COVID-19’s swift impact on 

our advertisers, he’d thought that 
meant the demise of the Burwood 
Bulletin. Perhaps my June email to 

our advertisers suggesting a 
spring issue came as a 

welcome surprise to 
them.

For all its 40 
years, the Burwood 

Bulletin has never 
had paid staff. It has 
never paid for articles 
(although one person 
offered to write articles 

for ‘so much’ per word. I’d be 
very rich if that were the case). I 
explained to our advertiser that 
– apart from incidental costs: 
postage, website and the like – 
our only cost is for printing the 
magazines.

COVID-19’s impact on the 
Burwood Bulletin was minimal. 
It was disappointing – for the 

first time in 40 years – to make the call to cancel the 
winter issue. However, unlike other organisations, we 
could simply ‘ignore’ winter and move onto spring with 
absolutely no associated costs or impacts. 

Not having any paid employees and very few overheads 
(we have no office; all volunteers work from home using 
their own equipment) has kept the magazine ethically 
untainted – we are non-political and non-partisan. Our 
past covers reflect our desire to include different cultures 
and people, and also to promote worthy causes and 
organisations. 

The more you think about it, the more amazing it is. 
With so many newspapers and magazines choosing to 
go down the digital road in recent times, the Burwood 
Bulletin stands firm in its commitment to provide an 
actual magazine for our community.

Far from floundering amid the effects of the pandemic, 
we soared. We had decided to produce a 48-page spring 
issue, even if we had little or no advertising to pay the 
printing costs. If we were going down, we were going 
down in glory! That was not the case however. The 
number of pages went from 48-, to 56-, to 60- and finally 
to 64-pages. Our advertisers, existing and new, were all 
onboard for the issue.

So, I would now respond to the initial question “Who 
owns the Burwood Bulletin?”, with “Everyone does”. It 
belongs to the people of Burwood and surrounding areas.

EDITOR

Who owns the Burwood Bulletin?

Bowen Street Community Centre 
102 Bowen Street Camberwell

Ph: 9889 0791 
Email: info@bowenstreet.org.au 

Website: www.bowenstreet.org.au

We offer a quality sessional childcare 
program in line with the Early Years 
framework for Australia. We are CCS 
Approved, so fee relief is available.
Applications are open for 3- and 
5-hour sessions on Wednesdays and 
Fridays.
6 months to 5 years.
Download application form from our 
website or ring 9889 0791

CCS Approved Childcare



Nutty Irish Cream Fudge 

Creamy sweet fudge with two kinds of chocolate and 
chopped makes a great gift. 
Serves: 24; Preparation: 15 min; Cook: 30 min; Extra 
time: 2 hours chilling; Ready in: 2 hours 45 min  
•	 625g chocolate chips 
•	 185g white chocolate chips 
•	 60g butter 
•	 2 1/4 cups (375g) icing sugar 
•	 1 cup (250ml) Irish cream liqueur 

Topping 
•	 3 cups (375g) chopped nuts 
•	 185g dark chocolate chips 
•	 100g white chocolate chips 
•	 4 tablespoons Irish cream liqueur 
•	 2 tablespoons butter 

1. Butter a 20cm square baking tin.
2. In the top half of a double boiler or bowl over 

simmering water melt dark and white chocolate chips 
plus 50g butter until soft enough to stir.

3. Stir in icing sugar and Irish cream until mixture is 
smooth. Stir in nuts. Place mixture in prepared tin 
and lay a sheet of plastic wrap over the top; press and 
smooth top down.

4. Topping: In the top half of a double boiler (or bowl 
over simmering water) melt remaining chocolate 
chips until soft. Remove from heat and with a fork 
beat in butter and Irish cream until smooth.

5. Spread topping over cooled fudge with a knife. If a 
smooth top is important place cling film over the top. 
Refrigerate until firm – 1-2 hours at least. This fudge 
can be easily frozen.

Christmas Cupcakes 
Easy to make rich chocolate cupcakes with a brownie-like 
taste and consistency. 
Serves: 12; Preparation:15 min; Cook: 25 min; Ready: 40 min  
•	 120g dark chocolate 
•	 250g butter 
•	 1 cup plain flour, sifted 
•	 1 cup white sugar 
•	 4 eggs 
•	 1 teaspoon vanilla essence 

Preheat oven to 180 degrees C. Grease a 24-hole cupcake 
tray. Combine chocolate and butter in top of a double 
boiler; heat stirring occasionally until mixture has melted 
and is smooth. Remove from heat and allow to cool. 
Sift the flour into a large bowl and add the sugar. With 
mixer on low speed beat in the eggs one at a time. Stir in 
chocolate mixture and vanilla. Fill cupcake holes 2/3 full. 
Bake in preheated oven for 20-25 minutes. Remove and 
cool. To decorate turn the cupcakes upside down.

Source: allrecipes.com.au

Christmas Cupcakes

White Christmas Slice 
Crispy no-cook slice is great to make with kids. Pieces 
wrapped in cellophane make a great Christmas present. 
Serves: 24; Preparation: 15 min; Cook: 30 min; Ready: 
45 min.
•	 1 cup powdered milk 
•	 1 cup rice bubbles 
•	 1 cup icing sugar 
•	 1/2 cup desiccated coconut 
•	 1 cup mixed dried fruit 
•	 250g copha, melted and cooled off 
•	 2 teaspoons vanilla essence 

Mix all the dry ingredients together, then add the 
melted copha and vanilla and mix in. Pour into a slice 
tin or baking tray lined with baking paper and press the 
mixture evenly into the tray. Chill in the refrigerator till 
set and firm, about two hours. Cut into squares to serve.
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ON 27 October 1728, Captain 
James Cook was born in a 
thatched cottage at Marton-in-

Cleveland, North Yorkshire. He was one 
of eight children born to James Cook and 
Grace Pace. 

In 1736, when James was eight, his 
father secured a job as a foreman at 
Aireyholme Farm near Great Ayton. At 
a local charity school set up in 1704 by 
a local landowner young James learned 
writing and arithmetic. The school was 
rebuilt in 1785 and now houses the 
Captain Cook Schoolroom Museum.

In 1745, when he was 17, James left to 
find work in a nearby fishing village, thus 
starting him on his seafaring life.

In 1933, when the owner was selling the 
Cook cottage, to prevent it being taken to 
the United States she made it a condition 
of sale that the building remain in 
England. She later changed “England” to 
“the Empire” and accepted an Australian 
bid of £800 by Sir Russell Grimwade 
(pictured below), a local businessman 
and philanthropist. The highest English 
offer was £300. 

Grimwade had the cottage shipped 
to Melbourne in 1934 after it had been 

deconstructed brick by brick and packed 
into 253 cases and 40 barrels. 

In October 1934, Grimwade donated 
the cottage to the people of Victoria for 
the centenary anniversary of Melbourne’s 
settlement. It was an instant tourist 
attraction. Grimwade said he acquired 
the cottage “as a thanks offering for the 
privilege of being a Victorian”.

There had been much discussion 
in Melbourne as to where the cottage 
would reside. The Australasian of 8 July 
1933 reported: “The appropriateness of 
the cottage being erected in Victoria lies 
in the fact that it was on the coastline 
of Victoria that Captain Cook obtained 
his first glimpse of Australia, he sighted 
land at Cape Everard and anchored 
there, afterwards sailing for miles to the 
west along the coast before he turned 
and sailed east and north to land at 
Botany Bay. 

“The cottage having been obtained, 
the question has arisen – where shall it 
be put? Some say that it should be erected 
on the Domain in the approximate 
neighbourhood of the Shrine of 
Remembrance; others suggest the Fitzroy 
Gardens, and others again have different 
views on the subject.”

James and his wife, Elizabeth Batts, 
had six children, none of whom had 
children of their own. There are 
no direct descendants of Captain 
James Cook.
Captain Cook was killed by 
Hawaiians on 14 February 1779. His 
body was prepared with funerary 
rituals usually reserved for chiefs of 
their society.

collecting 
Cook’s 
cottage

Sir Russell 
Grimwade
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Cook’s Endeavour 
leaving Plymouth in 
1768 (from painting 
by Geoffrey William 
Hunt).



Melbourne, 15 October 1934 (The Advertiser, S.A.)

Precious Relic Set in Old-World Garden

James Cook was a proud man when, 19 years 
after he had gone to Great Ayton to live, he 
built a cottage and carved over the stone lintel 
his initials, a “G” for Grace, his wife, and the 
date, 1755. Prouder still he must have been in 
1771, when his sailor son, James, came to the 
cottage to spend Christmas with the old folk 
and told them his story of the unknown lands 
of the South Seas.

Today Mr. Russell Grimwade handed over to 
the State the cottage, which has been re-erect-
ed, stone by stone, in the Fitzroy Gardens. A 
large crowd assembled to watch the ceremony, 
despite the heavy rain. … 

Mr. Grimwade told the gathering how he had 
seen a cable message stating that the cottage 
was to be sold by auction; how, within a week, 
the Premier (Sir Stanley Argyle) had enabled 
him to be represented at the sale; how the ship-
ping company, stevedores, cartage contractors, 
architects, the Federal Government, and the 
builders (who had risked their reputation by 
building the brick walls out of plumb, as they 
had been at Greta Ayton), had all given gratu-
itous assistance.

“The removal was not effected without some 
resentment from Yorkshire men,’ Mr. Grim-

wade said. “We have tried to make amends by 
sending to Great Ayton an obelisk made from 
stone from the point of Australia which first 
fell to the gaze of the Endeavour’s look-out. 
We hope by this means to strengthen the bonds 
between their county and our continent.”

Mr. Grimwade thanked those who had pre-
sented contemporary relics with which to fur-
nish the cottage, and the staff which had made 
the old-world garden fragrant today with the 
scent of mignonette, as a setting for the tiny 
building among the poplars. He handed the key 
to Sir Stanley Argyle.
Precious Relic.
Accepting the cottage on behalf of the people 
of Victoria, Sir Stanley Argyle thanked Mr. 
Grimwade for his gift. “This place is full of 
romance” he said. “Even the ivy on the walls 
is the original ivy. Our task is to see that this 
precious relic is safeguarded.”

After the Lord Mayor had accepted the key 
the door was opened by Mrs. Russell Grim-
wade and the guests, … inspected the interi-
or of the cottage. The Union Jack which was 
flown during the ceremony ... is as old as the 
cottage itself, and was flown in Yorkshire in 
1928 at the celebration of the bi-centenary of 
Captain Cook’s birth.
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Location: Wellington Parade, East Melbourne
Open Mon–Sun: 9am to 5pm (except Christmas Day)
Admission: Adults $6.50; Conc. $5; 
Children (5-15 yrs) $3.50.
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BOX HILL’S Reporter newspaper published the 
following exuberant editorial on 8 August 
1889. 

Good News – We have been informed on the 
very best authority that there are good times in 
store for the colony generally, and this district 
in particular. What we are about to state we 
feel certain will be read with intense interest 
by all sections of the community, and more 
especially by those who are engaged in the 
land business. Almost everyone knows, who 
has any intelligence at all, that money has been 
increasing at an enormous rate at home, and 
English capitalists cannot find a profitable 
outlet for their money in England. Affairs 
on the Continent are not in a reassuring 
condition, hence capitalists are compelled to 
turn their attention to the antipodes, where 
they can secure good security and a profitable 
investment for their capital. 

… Considering that Australia possesses some 
of the finest pasture and agricultural land in 
the world, and that we are remarkable for the 
splendid growth of our wool, which realises the 
highest prices in the London market, and that 
the colony general is in a flourishing condition, 
it is not to be wondered at that English 
capitalists should be devoting their attention to 
Australia, where they know that there is ample 
scope for the investment of capital.

These are the facts which, we believe, have 
led up to the formation in London of an 
English syndicate, who intend investing some 
hundreds of thousands of pounds in land in 
and around Melbourne. Already arrangements 
are being made for the reception and 
expenditure of this money, and as soon as 
it arrives here we may reasonably expect to 
see the same stir and animation in the land 
market which prevailed up to the end of last 
year. If this is not good news, then we do not 
know what is.

The 1880s frenzy of speculation and rapid inflation of 
land prices was known as the Land Boom. Governments 
shared in the wealth and ploughed money into urban 
infrastructure, particularly railways. Huge fortunes were 
built on speculation and Victorian business and politics 
became notorious for corruption. English banks lent 
freely to colonial speculators.

In 1891 the inevitable happened: a spectacular crash 
brought the boom to an abrupt end. Overseas investment 
dried up, banks failed and unemployment soared. Relief 
societies were formed to distribute aid to poverty-stricken 
families – generally of meat, bread and tea. Families in 
the poorer suburbs of major cities were desperate and 
many men took to the road to seek work.

The Federal Bank of Australia ran out of money and 
closed. In April 1893 the Commercial Bank of Australia 
suspended operations. By the middle of that year, 54 
of the 64 financial institutions operating in 1891 had 
closed – 34 of them permanently. During 1892 and 1893, 
GDP fell by 17%. By 1893, around a third of Melbourne’s 
breadwinners were unemployed. One in ten Melbourne 
houses was repossessed by the banks.

Those who had put their savings into building 
societies, or who had borrowed heavily to fund their 
own speculative investments, found themselves in 
desperate straits. Businessmen, pastoralist farmers and 
land speculators weren’t able to pay their overdrafts, and 
thousands of investors were ruined.

As a result of the crash and subsequent long slump, 
Melbourne’s 1890 population of 490 000 changed little 
over the next 15 years. Immigration dried up and the 
mid-19th century’s high birth rate fell. 

Many factors led to the 1890s depression, including 
a fall in the price of wool which at the time made up 
around half of Australia’s exports. As with COVID-19, of 
all Australian cities, Melbourne was the most affected. 
Following hard on the heels of the speculative land boom, 
the depression of the 1890s was deeper and lasted longer 
in Australia than elsewhere in the world and Melbourne 
was its epicentre. The prosperity that began with the gold 
rush had led to land speculation on a grand scale, with 
many property owners heavily mortgaged.

Boom and Bust in 1890s Melbourne
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The conditions endured by families 
of the unemployed were dire. “You 
enter the room and find it bare 
of almost everything but a thinly 
covered bedstead. When the mistress 
of the house is certain that you have 
not come to seize her few poor sticks 
of furniture, her feelings overcome 
her. ... “God knows our trouble”, she 
says, and she puts her arms round 
one of her children’s necks, and sobs 
in a helpless, heartbreaking manner 
that is very bad to hear. You look 
round the rooms, the kitchen with 
its empty shelves, the fireless grate, 
the solitary crust on a plate placed 
high up on the dresser to be out of 
the reach of the children till the time 
comes for its use, and you wonder 
with curious and unpleasant wonder 
how long you yourself could endure 
such a condition of affairs.” …The Age 
reported on 12 July 1893.

In South Melbourne, a relief 
society was formed to distribute food 
and clothing to the poor. Tea, sugar, 
bread, meat and fuel were distributed 
to those who had obtained a ‘ticket’ 
denoting their needy status. Traders 
at the South Melbourne market were 
acknowledged for distributing meat at the end of trading 
on Saturdays. 

Many men remained too proud to accept charity, but 
newspaper reports tell of women and children, weak 
and dressed in rags, queuing up to accept food hand-
outs. The 1890s depression was exacerbated by a severe 
drought that gripped much of Australia from 1895 to 
1903. Prosperous times slowly returned in the years after 
Federation.

RAINE BIANCALT
Sources: 
Reserve Bank of Australia: rba.gov.au/publications/rdp/2001/2001-07/1890s-
depression.html 
australianfoodtimeline.com.au/1890s-depression 
Poorer than the Poor, 12071893 trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/193416605

Boom and Bust in 1890s Melbourne

Expression of Interest
Call ing all Monash Seniors

Power Neighbourhood House is offering local seniors a FREE 
activity pack to help you express how this COVID-19 time has 
been for you. 
We’d love you to submit a few words and a photo of your 
completed work. We’ll make a book to share that you can keep 
as a history record. If you’d like to join this creative endeavour 
and receive a pack, please phone 9807 3589 or email 
office@powernh.org.au
We have over 100 packs to give away! 
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FREEAd Design

Help chooks chill out in a heatwave

BACKYARD hens are not just 
pets, they are family members 
and if the summer heat affects 

you, it is affecting them too. Cover 
the coop with a tarp or umbrella to 
protect them from the sun and heat. 
Because they eat food scraps, chooks 

aid landfills, provide 
eggs and nurture.

As chooks 
cannot sweat, 

hot summer 
days can be 

deadly for 
them as 

they 

are unable to control their core 
temperature. Signs that the heat is 
getting to them: they stop eating and 
fossicking, they go into hiding, go 
off the lay, or moult early.

When hens are over-heated, dunk 
them in cool water to reduce their 
core body temperature.

The recommended amount of 
food for a chicken is 125 grams per 
day plus greens and protein. They 
are omnivores so will eat anything 
but when it’s very hot don’t feed 
them meat or bread.

Basic needs of chickens
•	 Clean water: ample cool, 

clean water. Warm water is the 
biggest killer of poultry – keep 
it cool.

•	 Food: a quality layer or scratch 
mix and access to grass, 
vegetables, food scraps and 
insects through free-ranging.

•	 Protection from weather: 
shelter from cold winds, rain, 
prolonged dampness and heat.

•	 Protection from predators: 
enclose pens with mesh. 

•	 A place to exercise: chickens 
like to scratch, dust bathe, 
forage and socialise (at least 
one square metre per bird). 

•	 A place to lay eggs: a quiet, 
dark place to build nests and 
lay eggs. Line nesting boxes 
with straw, shredded paper or 
sawdust.

•	 Somewhere to roost: provide 
rounded perches at least 
50mm wide. 

•	 Other chickens: Never keep 
just one chicken.

In summer chickens need lots of 
greens; hang a cabbage or lettuce in 
the pen for them to peck at. Ensure 
the coop doesn't get too much sun 
during the day. For insulation, place 
bales of straw or foam boxes on the 
roof.

Keeping your coop clean, vermin-
free and ventilated will assist your 
chooks when the heat gets extreme. 
Hose the coop down outside, or 
spray the chickens with a light mist.
Source: www.abc.net.au/news
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Send your gardening queries to:
gardeningburwoodbulletin@gmail.com

Suzsi's 
garden

Welcome guests
THIS summer is going to be 

tough if we can’t get out and 
enjoy the Great Outdoors. My 

solution is to invite guests in – and 
I’m talking about butterflies and birds. 
Last year I filled my mother’s garden 
with French Marigolds and the garden 
was alive with butterflies! It was 
wonderful. My grevillea was a source 
of delight for the honeyeaters and if 
you can attract a blue-eyed honeyeater 
that is a remarkable sight.

Butterflies love nectar and that 
means flowers. But if you don’t have a 
flowering garden, then there are plenty 
of alternatives. Rotting fruit. Yes – I 
kid you not. A banana or orange that’s 
just a bit past its best … or watermelon, 
or soft drinks like orange juice, honey-
water and Gatorade. Yummy! Drinks 

should be placed into a small container 
like a bottle lid so that the butterfly can 
suck it up through its proboscis (nose)!

There is always a downside: 
butterflies lay eggs and they hatch 
caterpillars which will eat your plants. 
I’ve found that my plants always 
recover from being munched, so I just 
let them eat. 

Feeding birds is challenging. We 
want to feed the natives, but bread can 
attract the Indian Mynahs and pigeons. 
I put Native Bird seeds into a hanging 
ornamental cage with just one bar cut 
out so that small birds can enter but 
the larger ones can’t. The rosellas and 
lorikeets compete for the best seeds. 

A good garden is like creating a small 
world. Happy Gardening!

SUZSI MANDEVILLE

There is ongoing assessment in these and other areas of a young 
person’s life.

Lighthouse says it does not discriminate in any way and is 
committed to supporting, caring and ensuring the safety of those 
culturally and/or linguistically diverse, same-sex attracted, gender 
diverse, and children with a disability. Through their Lighthouse 
experience, young people can heal, learn again to relate to others and 
start to rebuild their lives.

If you’d like to volunteer to assist Lighthouse, email marketing@
lighthousefoundation.org.au or phone 9093 7500. Volunteers are 
required to complete – Working with Children Check; CrimCheck; 
Privacy and Confidentiality Statement; and Child Safety Code of 
Conduct Agreement.

Lighthouse depends on generous community support to enable 
them to continue. You can download a Fundraising Kit (see right) at 
http://lighthousefoundation.org.au/participate/fundraise 

(continued from page 9)

light in a 
dark place
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40 
years

This article first appeared in issue #127 of 2012. 
Written by Susan Cover, it won a Community Newspaper Association 
(CNAV) award for best historical article in 2013.

IN 1939, on the corner of Johnson and High Streets in 
Ashburton, stood an “Old Hall”, which seated 400 people. 
The owner, Mr A.F. Charleston, a leading identity in the 

district, formed an association with Mr F. P. Selleck to renovate 
the “Old Hall” and screen pictures. However, war intervened 
and no work was done on the hall. After the war Ashburton 
was booming – homes were mushrooming, shopping centres 
enlarging, the railway was extending and the Housing 
Commission had commenced its 1200 home project.

Appreciating the inadequacy of the original plan, Messrs 
Charleston and Selleck approached the government for 
permission to build a 1000 seat theatre. Realising local needs, 
the government granted a permit on the condition that 
building materials were kept to a minimum due to a shortage 
after the war. The bricks, roofing, flooring, timber and iron 
from the “Old Hall” were incorporated in the new building; 
cement was brought from other States.

Every comfort for the theatregoer was installed including 
Dunlopillo seating, Donach air conditioning, Western 
Electric microphonic sound and a floating screen, luxurious 
furnishings, a crying room, a pram room and even a car 
park! Finally, the world’s foremost films were obtained for the 
“Civic” screen.

An advertisement was placed in the Progress Press paper 
on Thursday, 2 December 1948, for the “Gala Opening of the 
Civic Theatre” which was at 191 High Street in Ashburton 
(phone WM 6471). The program for five nights was: Three 
Daring Daughters starring Jeanette MacDonald, José Iturbi, 
Jane Powell and Ann Todd, plus featurettes. On Saturday, 
4 December 1948, Mr Norman, M.L.A, officially opened the 
Civic Theatre.

The theatre was designed on austerity lines, but with 
delightful simplicity and intimate atmosphere. 

Inside the building, the carpet was pale blue, which was 
very hard to keep clean with melting ice-creams, drink spills 
and chewing gum. The seats were a brown colour in a tweed-
like woven fabric. The upper side walls were aqua blue with a 
painted mural in each side of the proscenium and screen. One 
mural depicted King Neptune coming out of a beautiful blue 
sea holding a trident and riding in his seashell chariot; the 
other was of Apollo, riding in a chariot with three horses, in 
the bronze light of the sunset.

Burwood resident Peter Navaretti did a lot of research on 
the Civic Theatre. He spoke to Ms Jenepher Duncan, formerly 
of the Monash Museum of Art, about the murals. She told 

Ashburton’s
 Civic Theatre

ABOVE: Poster for the film that was the Civic’s opening 
feature.
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Peter that the two murals at the Civic Theatre were painted 
by the famous artist, Clifton Pugh, who also did the mural at 
Monash University.

Barbara Mockridge (née Clarke), commenced working at 
the Civic Theatre six months after it opened and stayed for 
eight and a half years. She worked as a cashier and usherette. 
Fridays and Saturdays were the busiest days, requiring four 
usherettes and two doormen. Barbara was also required to 
work in the ticket box selling tickets and taking telephone 
bookings on Friday afternoons and Saturday mornings.

The usherettes’ uniforms matched the interior of the theatre. 
They wore long fawn evening skirts with light blue tops and 
diamante clips at the neckline. Later, the uniform changed to 
long blue skirts with short-sleeved boleros and white shirts 
with big balloon sleeves and raspberry coloured cummerbunds. 
The men wore dress suits with bow ties and dress shirts. The 
management were very strict about the dress code of the 
employees and regular inspections were undertaken.

The theatre’s exterior had large square panels painted a dull 
pink, with a row of blue doors in white surround and a parapet 
above the “now showing” attraction board. Barbara Mockridge 
remembers having to climb up a ladder, in her long skirt, to 
change the letters in the movie title each week.

Children went to the Saturday afternoon matinee at the 
theatre unaccompanied by adults. Most of the children 

walked on their own or in groups; however, some who lived 
farther afield caught the red bus that ran along High Street. 
Parents did not drop off children and pick them up in cars 
like they do these days. 

The children at the Saturday matinees were very noisy and 
sometimes usherettes had to break up fights and administer 
first aid to the injured. Some of the children threw chewing 
gum around the theatre. On one occasion a piece lodged in a 
little girl’s hair and one of the usherette’s had to cut it out.

Barbara Mockridge has a lot of stories about things that 
happened at the Civic while she was working there. One 
Saturday afternoon a little boy of about seven years of age 
came running out of the theatre screaming and pointing into 
his mouth. Barbara and the doorman saw a small coin stuck 
to the roof of his mouth which they unsuccessfully tried to 
remove. A man collecting tickets for the Saturday night show 
managed to get his fingernail in behind the coin and release 
it. The boy stopped crying, looked relieved and said, “Gee, 
thanks Mister, My Dad would have gone crook as I have to 
get a Herald on the way home”.

Barbara ran the Civic Birthday Club. Each child could have 
a free ticket on his or her birthday. There were party games 
like “egg and spoon” races up the aisles during intervals and 
balloon blowing and busting competitions on the stage.

(continued on page 58)

PICTURES (right): The exterior of the Civic; 
(below) the interior, showing the two murals, to the 
left and right of the screen, painted by Clifton Pugh  
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Donate your skills and time to ‘We Volunteer’

Utilise your skills. We Volunteer connects volunteers to 
those needing help. They currently facilitate volunteering 
for community outreach and food parcel delivery. As 
needs change, new opportunities will arise. Organisations 
can sign up through the We Volunteer website, registering 
their needs for emergency volunteers. Sign up at 
wevolunteer.org.au 

Honour an Anzac

Did you know that you can honour an Anzac by leaving a 
‘poppy’ or creating a memorial certificate for them? Go to 
https://honouringanzacs.net.au 

Melbourne pioneers the double bill

On 15 May 1911 Melbourne’s Glacarium cinema played 
the first known double feature in film history. The 
Australian film The Lost Chord (1911) was supported by 
the Italian film The Fall of Troy (1910).

Meerkats Rule

According to Woolworths, during lockdown their 
gardening and floral sales increased by almost 40%. 
Lavender and Azaleas proved popular as well as garden 
ornaments – by early spring they’d sold more than 60 000 
Meerkat statues! 

Honey eases antibiotic resistance 

A study from Oxford University found honey is better 
than traditional treatments for easing upper respiratory 
tract symptoms, especially coughs. Honey is cheap, 
readily available, has virtually no side effects, and doctors 
can recommend it as a suitable alternative to antibiotics.

The First Australia Day

Early settlers held anniversary dinners on 26 January, 
initially referred to as “First Landing Day” or 
“Foundation Day”. By 1888, it was “Anniversary Day”, 
a holiday in all capital cities except Adelaide. The NSW 
governor Henry Parkes also recognised the day was a 
reminder to Aborigines of how they had been “robbed”.

The first actual “Australia Day” was held on 30 July 
1915 to raise funds for the WWI effort. 

Critterpedia

Photograph a snake or spider. The photo will be run 
through complex algorithms against a large database 
of images to determine its species. It’s hoped that the 
app (still being tested) will be launched in early 2021. 
Thousands of photos submitted have been entered into 
the system.

Initially the app will be for spiders and snakes but 
could eventually expand. It could be used by Telstra or 
electricity workers, where they have to open boxes where 
there could be snakes and spiders. https://critterpedia.com 

? Did you know?
Boroondara 

Before John Gardiner and his family settled in 
Boroondara, that area was inhabited by a Wurundjeri 
clan of Woiwurrung people. That same year, 1837, Hoddle 
gave it the name ‘Parish of Boroondara’ after a word from 
the Woiwurrung language meaning ‘a place of shade’.

Australians turn to classical music in pandemic
During 2020, our daily routines, how we connect with 
one another, and the ways in which we amuse, comfort 
and challenge ourselves all changed. An October survey 
of radio audiences revealed that ABC Classic had its 
biggest audience since records began, with almost a 
million people tuning in every week across the five largest 
capital cities alone (Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth 
and Sydney).

Australian inventions that changed the world

Black box flight recorder; Spray-on skin; Electronic 
pacemaker; Google Maps; Medical application of 
penicillin; Polymer bank notes; Cochlear implant (bionic 
ear); Electric drill; Winged keel; Permaculture; Wi-Fi 
technology, CSIRO; Ultrasound scanner; Plastic spectacle 
lenses; Inflatable escape slide and raft; and Permanent-
crease clothing, CSIRO.

Wishing Tree Appeal 

This year Kmart and the Salvation Army are coming 
together through the Wishing Tree Appeal to support 
those experiencing hardship as the devastating effects 
of COVID-19 continue to be felt. The appeal runs  
from 19 October–24 December. 

Famous Burials – Box Hill Cemetery

Sir William Angliss, businessman, politician and 
philanthropist
Cyril P. Callister, inventor of Vegemite
Sir George James Coles, owner of Coles Supermarkets
C.J. Dennis, poet
James Menzies, politician, father of Sir Robert Menzies
Sidney Myer, businessman and philanthropist, founder 
of Myer
Jane Sutherland, artist (Heidelberg School of Art)

The App that could Save Your Life

The Emergency+ app is a free app developed by 
Australia’s emergency services. The app uses GPS 
functionality built into smart phones to help a Triple 
Zero (000) caller provide critical location details required 
to mobilise emergency services. 
https://emergencyapp.triplezero.gov.au 



Christmas service times

Ashburton Presbyterian
1 High Street Rd, Ashburton
Sat. 12 Dec. - Carols @ 7.30 (online 
apc.org.au)
Sun. 20 Dec. 10.30am - Getting 
Ready for Christmas 
Fri. 25 Dec. 9.30am - Christmas Day 
Service 
Subject to numbers permitted you 
will need to register to attend at apc.
org.au in week leading up to service.
All services also live streamed via 
link at apc.org.au
Glen Iris Road Uniting
200 Glen Iris Rd
“Love keeps us connected”
Join us for our Christmas services 
online.
For details, find us on 
Facebook @GlenIrisUnitingChurch 
or w: glenirisuniting.org.au
St Dunstan’s Anglican
163 Wattle Valley Rd, Camberwell
24 Dec. 5pm Crib Service (via Zoom) 
Meeting ID: 884 4331 1045; 
Passcode: 604126
25 Dec. 9:30am Christmas Eucharist 
(live streamed via Facebook: 
St Dunstan’s Anglican Church 
Camberwell)
Both services will have participants 
onsite, regulations permitting.

St Faith’s Anglican
8 Charles St, Glen Iris 
25 Dec. 9am All Age Christmas 
service.
For all other services please check 
our website – stfaiths.org
St Oswald’s Anglican
100 High Street Rd, Glen Iris
Subject to easing of restrictions:
20 Dec. 7:30pm Carols & Readings 
in the Garden.
24 Dec. 4pm Children’s Christmas; 
7:30pm Christmas Eve service
25 Dec. 10am Christmas Day 
worship service.
Advent services 10am each Sunday 
during December.
If gatherings not permitted, access 
online at St Oswald’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel.
St Peter’s Anglican
1030 Whitehorse Rd, Box Hill
Crib Service TBA
24 Dec. 9:30pm 11pm
25 Dec. 8am; 9:30am
For confirmation and links 
to services, see website: 
anglicansboxhill.org.au 
or ph. 9899 5122.

St Scholastica’s Catholic
348 Burwood Hwy, Bennettswood
Please visit website: 
stscholasticaparish.com.au for 
information on Christmas services.
St Thomas’s Anglican
44 Station St, Burwood
24 Dec. Christmas Eve picnic and 
pageant. 5pm picnic starts in our 
courtyard; 6pm children’s pageant.
9pm Nine Lessons Service.
25 Dec. 9am Service; 11am 
Cantonese and Mandarin.
Please see sttoms.org/christmas for 
up-to-date information.
Surrey Hills Uniting
Cnr Canterbury Rd & Valonia Ave.
Go to website to check current 
status.
w: surreyhillsuniting.org

Christmas Eve – Thursday; Christmas Day – Friday; New Year’s Day - Friday

VISION Australia’s Carols by Candlelight is going 
ahead but will look a little different this year. They’re 
busy working behind the scenes with the government 

on how to best facilitate attendees in a COVID-safe, socially 
distanced manner, if permitted to do so.

You’ll also be able to watch it on Channel 9 and listen in via 
3AW and Vision Australia Radio simulcasts, so you can sing 
along to your favourite carols no matter the location. 
Join the Tickets Club at https://carols.visionaustralia.org/
tickets-2020 or phone 1300 847 466 for ticket details.

Lighting candles in 2020
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Deadline for Easter Service notices is 25 January
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Short Courses and Activities 2021       TERM 1  

Yoga (Hatha Style)  Monday   9:05am – 10:05am
Meditation  Monday  10:15am – 11:15am
Falls & Prevention  Tuesday  2:00pm – 3:00pm
Meditation  Tuesday  7.30pm – 8.30pm
Social Walking  Wednesday 10:30am – 11:30am
Social Scrabble  Wednesday 10:00am – 1:00pm
Strength Training  Thursday  10:00am – 11:00am
Tai Chi   Thursday  11:30am – 12:30pm
Zumba   Friday  9:30am – 10:30am

Bookings Essential for all activities!
 Come along and try one of our free “Come and Try” sessions!

BURWOOD 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

HOUSE

Free COME and TRY for Newcomers – Bookings Essential!
Ring for further details. Come and Try Day is the first week of Term.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES   Bookings essential!

HEALTH & WELLBEING CLASSES

from branches Australia wide. Can you help with our Dispatch team, 
Quality Control team, fundraising or on our Board? 

OUR COMMUNITY PROJECT

“Communities Helping Women”
Like us on Facebook & Instagram

So much under one roof!
Something for all!

1 Church Street, Burwood 3125 
Phone: 9808 6292

Office Hours 10:00am – 3:00pm Mon-Fri
Email: burwoodn@bigpond.net.au or Like us on Facebook.

Visit Our Website: burwoodneighbourhoodhouse.org.au 

Check	the	office	for	any	day/time	changes	or if there are COVID-19 restrictions.
BOOKINGS REQUIRED for all CLASSES and ACTIVITIES
Phone 9808 6292 

ST PATRICK’S DAY 
Wednesday 17 March 1pm 
Come and enjoy a fun social lunch.
Bookings essential. Ph: 9808 6292 $16

COMMUNITY BUS TRIPS
Monthly Bus trips to various destinations.
Bus fills quickly, ring through your booking.

BNH BOOK CLUB
1st Monday of every month – $3.50 per session
Come along and discuss great books with like-
minded friends! The BNH Book Club provides a 
relaxed atmosphere for women to meet other women 
over a cup of tea and share a common passion. 

FREE 100% cotton prosthesis available free 

Australia

OTHER ACTIVITIES

POT IT FORWARD 
Are you a green thumb or wanting to learn more about gardening? 
We are looking to create a gardening group. 
If this interests you phone us. 

PLAYGROUP 
Large room and backyard. Low-cost sessions am/pm. Lots of 
equipment, covered sandpit and cubby. 
New groups and individuals welcome.

SPOONVILLE here at the house. Create your people/family and drop off at the office.

“BURWOOD CONNECTIONS”

We have been successful in getting a “Connecting Up” grant. The 
website we will develop will belong to the Burwood community. 
Available to all, it will be a social media connecting and engaging the 
community. Shop owners can advertise on this site free, sporting 
clubs, support groups, churches, schools and individuals. 
Please register your interest by emailing us.

Another community service for Burwood.

COMPUTERS & I.T.

Seniors come get tech savvy and learn the clever things you can do with 
your iPad, iPhone and Android Smartphone. You can also update your 
computer skills in Microsoft Word or Excel on your laptop or our computers.
EDIT YOUR DIGITAL PHOTOS
Wednesday 17 Feb 2021 10:00am – noon
Learn to crop, touch up, organise albums and make slide shows of 
your digital photos. 
EBAY / GUMTREE WORKSHOP
Wednesday 3 March 2021 1:00 – 3:00pm
Create an account to advertise for sale and earn some extra cash for 
yourself or buy gifts for family and friends.
GETTING THE BEST FROM GMAIL 
Friday 13 March 2021 10:00am – noon
Come along and learn Gmail’s comprehensive search facilities to 
manage your mailbox. 

FOOD BANK
We have pre cooked frozen meals, located in our Freezer and out 
the	front	we	also	have	perishable	foods.	Please	call	the	office	to	
arrange a time for pick up of frozen meals.
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     lawnmower/garden machinery

Burwood Hwy Mowers         
33 Burwood Hwy 9808 5370

  Office Furniture New & Used

Adco Office Furniture      
119 Burwood Hwy 9808 4404

SUPPORT our local businesses

J A Cain Real Estate 
1156 Toorak Rd 9805 2900

Shot, Framed & Hung  
250 Warrigal Rd 9808 9827

Creative Framing 
115 Highbury Rd 9888 8225

    Homeopathic Naturopathic Services

Anthony J Von Moger B.Hlth Sc. 
20 Trent St, Glen Iris 9889 9835

Computer Technician

Prices per issue: Five-Line Box ad $42; Six-Line Box ad $50.50; Line ad $17.30. (GST incl.)
Email advertise@burwoodbulletin.org or phone 9877 5120 or 0431 482 270.

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Food Safety Specialists

Hearing Clinic

Solicitors

Home Maintenance

          dentist

Azubel Dental           
1341 Toorak Rd 9809 1768 PENFOLD MOTORS Burwood

Real Estate    Accounting & Taxation

G H O’Brien & Assoc.  
4 Burwood Hwy 9808 4245

Tax on Trak 
rear 1423 Toorak Rd 9889 6680

    Automotive Service & Repair

Kryton Automotive  
 3 Alexander Dr 9888 8797

    Carpets

Jagers Carpets            
1350 Toorak Rd 9889 1111

Accounting & Taxation

Automotive Service & Repair

Carpets

Dental & Dental Prosthetics

Lawnmower/Garden Machinery

Photography/Framing

Office Furniture New & Used

Travel

Robbotech
Onsite computer help: $50/hr. Advice, 
repairs, tutoring, emergencies. Phone 
Rob evenings, w/ends. 0491 123 772

The Gourmet Guardian Pty Ltd
Unit 2  1210 Toorak Road, Camberwell 
Ph. 1800 FOOD SAFETY (1800 366 372)
Mb. 0422 922 883
e: admin@GourmetGuardian.com.au 
www.AustralianFoodSafety.com.au

     Hairdressing

D’Alton Hairdressing           
1423 Toorak Rd 9889 5152

 

Hairdressing

Homeopathic Naturopathic Services

Alpha Hearing
Independent audiologists & 
hearing aid specialists
294 Stephensons Road, Mt Waverley 
55 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn
Ph. 9807 3007 w: alphahearing.com.au

Man Around the House
Carpentry repairs, fences, fascias, decks, 
pergolas, lattice, weatherboards, etc. 
Free quotes. Ph. Martyn 0407 477 740
martyn@manaroundthehouse.com.au Solicitors

Frank Bertucci
1379 Toorak Road, Burwood 3125
Ph. 9889 0061/68
Fax: 9889 0407

Oates Rennick & Associates
4 Burwood Hwy, Burwood
Ph. 9808 6922
Fax 9808 2243
e: admin@oatesrennick.com.au

AUDI www.audipenfold.com.au
New Car Sales   130 Burwood Hwy

9268 1555
Used Car Sales 70 Burwood Hwy
 9268 1555
Service & Parts 130 Burwood Hwy

9268 1555

MAZDA   www.penfoldmazda.com.au
New and Used Sales   59-63 Burwood Hwy

9268 1222
Service & Parts 2 Somers St

9268 1294

SUZUKI   www.penfoldsuzuki.com.au
New and Used Sales   71 Burwood Highway

9268 1888
Service & Parts                  30 Evans St

9268 1888

East Burwood Travel & Cruise  9808 1177 
Cnr Burwood Hwy/Middleborough Rd  

Home Improvements
Pebble-Mix
45 years an Aussie favourite. Improves
Patios, Porches, Stairs, Pathways 
& Pool Surrounds. Obligation-free 
quotes. Ph. 9888 9888
84 Highbury Rd, Burwood.

Joinery/Staircases
Anthony Di Nunzio Joinery
Traditional manufacturer of all 
types of timber staircases & joinery. 
Please call Anthony on 0409 190 282
e: anthonydinunzio@hotmail.com
w: anthonydinunzojoinery.com



Community Centres & Activities
Alamein N'hood & Learning Centre
49 Ashburn Gr, Ashburton. Marketing, 
Event Mgt, English & literacy classes, 
Yoga, Pilates, Meditation, Mosaics, iPads, 
Computers, MS Office, Career/
Employment, Volunteering. Men’s Shed 
Tues & Thurs. Shopping bus & seniors 
excursions. e: admin@alameinnlc.com.au 
w: alameinnlc.com.au Ph. 9885 9401.
Amaroo Neighbourhood Centre
34 Amaroo St, Chadstone. Ph. 9807 2625. 
ACV GARDS Metro Support Group for 
Asbestos, M.Tea/Chat, Craft, Tech Bar, 
Art Therapy, Zumba, Singing, Seniors 
Strength, English, Beading, Fruit & Veg 
Market, Haircuts, Comm. Lunch, Op Shop, 
Haircuts, Scrapbooking. 
e: coordinator@amaroonc.org.au
Ashburton Community Centre
160 High Street. Ph. 9885 7952. Our 
modern centre offers term-based courses, 
casual classes & social group activities. Free 
trials. Room hire for meetings, workshops 
& training avail. Includes registered kitchen. 
Details & online enrolments avail. 
e: marketing@ashburtoncc.org.au
w: ashburtoncc.org.au
Avenue N'hood House @ Eley
87 Eley Rd, Blackburn Sth. Activities & 
classes incl. exercise, crochet, mahjong, 
writing, yoga, computers, poetry, ukulele, 
iPads, meditation, line dancing, scrabble, 
social cards, sketching, bingo, carpet bowls 
& Pilates. Weekly cafe (Fri), accr. programs 
for special needs; Refresh for teens.  
Ph. 9808 2000. e: info@theavenue.org.au  
w: theavenue.org.au 
Bennettswood N'hood House
7 Greenwood St, Burwood. Ph. 9888 0234. 
Welcoming & inclusive; participate 
in social groups & activities: arts, 
music (ukulele/singing), Be Connected 
technology training, gentle exercise, 
dementia-friendly lunches & venue hire 
for community groups, children's parties/
classes. e: info@bennettswoodnh.org.au
w: bennettswoodnh.org.au
Bowen Street Community Centre
102 Bowen St Camberwell. Activities incl 
Playgroups, IT help, Italian, Yoga, Sewing 
& Language Conversation classes. 
CCS Approv. Childcare 3 & 5 hr Wed & 
Fri. Party/meeting rooms for hire. 
Ph. 9889 0791. e: info@bowenstreet.org.au 
w: bowenstreet.org.au

Mount Street N'hood House 
6 Mount St, Glen Waverley. Ph. 9803 8706.
Drawing/Painting, Mosaic, Decoupage, 
Paper Tole, Patchwork & Quilting, Yoga,
Strength Training, Pilates, Gentle Exercise,
Meditation, Seniors IT – basic & advanced 
computer skills, Tablets, Smartphones. 
e: mountst@msnh.org.au w: msnh.org.au
Phoenix Park N'hood House
22 Rob Roy Rd Malvern East. Walking 
groups, Pilates, Yoga, Tai Chi, HeartFIT, 
Zumba gold. iPad /Tablets classes. 
Art classes adults/children. Writers, 
Discussion, Film & photography groups. 
Mahjong, Singers, Art & Craft. Hrs 
9–4.30/3pm Fri) Ph. 9530 4397 
w: phoenixparknh.org.au
Power Neighbourhood House
54 Power Ave, Ashwood. Ph. 9807 3589. 
e: office@powernh.org.au   English Language, 
Art for Health & Wellbeing, Gardening, 
Children’s Storytime, Chinese Social Group, 
Art & Craft, Carer Support, Connecting Teens, 
Yoga, Crochet & Knitting, Book Group, 
Homework Club, Asperger’s Vic., C’well 
Salvos, Free Bread Tuesdays, Public Computer 
Access, Wheelchair access. w: powernh.org.au
Samarinda Community Centre
296 High St Ashburton. Ph. 1300 591 464.
Exercise programs include: Gentle 
exercise, Line dancing, Zumba Gold, 
Qui Gong. Social activities include: Bus 
excursions, Table Games, Craft, Art,  
Entertainers & guest speakers. 
w: samarinda.org.au
Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre
157 Union Road. Ph. 9890 2467. 
e: enquiries@surreyhillsnc.org.au 
w: surreyhillsnc.org.au  Mon-Thu 9am-
3:30pm Fri 9am-2:30pm. Venue hire. 
Playgroup, drop in m/tea, disc. groups, 
laughter, painting & drawing, craft, 
cooking. Active: Tai Chi, bike riding, Pilates, 
walking, yoga, Qi Gong, strength training, 
short courses, workshops. 
Vermont South Learning Centre
1 Karobran Dr. Ph. 9803 2335 
e: info@vslc.org.au Subsidised ACFE 
courses in Employment, Vocational, & 
Literacy training: Computer/digital literacy; 
MYOB; Office Admin.; Art Therapy; Hosp.; 
ESL; Start Your Own Business. Art & Craft; 
Art for Child./Teens; Health & Fitness; 
French lang., photog. Venue Hire. Mon-Fri 
Social Enterprise Café.
Waverley Community Learning Centre
5 Fleet St, Mt Waverley. Ph. 9807 6011.
Programs & activities include: children’s 
art, pottery, creative writing, technology 
courses, pilates, strength training, yoga, 
Spanish, calligraphy, yoga, painting, 
English for migrants & more. 
w: wclc.org.au  e: info@wclc.org.au

Box Hill South N'hood House
47 Kitchener Street. Ph. 9898 8270. 
w: bhsnh.org.au  Wide range of programs 
including fitness (Yoga, Pilates, Strength 
training), Art/crafts (watercolour, botanical 
drawing, craft). Languages (Spanish, 
French, Italian). Group & social activities, 
computer training. Urban Food Harvest 
Swap. Umbrella Dementia café. Room hire. 
e: info@bhsnh.org.au 
Canterbury Neighbourhood Centre
2 Rochester Road. Offering a range of 
social classes for all ages incl. painting, 
upholstery, literature, writing, history, 
yoga, Pilates, walking groups, book clubs 
& languages French, Italian & Spanish. 
Classes available online & face-to-face 
during COVID restrictions. Ph. 9830 4214. 
e: office@canterburynh.org.au. 
w: canterburynh.org.au
Clota Cottage Neighbourhood House
31 Clota Ave, Box Hill. Ph. 9899 0062.
Computer Courses; Horticulture; Office 
Skills; English for Work & Personal 
Presentation. Funded childcare service; 
exercise classes; social groups & activities; 
activities for seniors; community events. 
e: admin@clotacottage.org.au 
w: clotacottage.org.au
Craig Community Centre
7 Samarinda Ave, Ashburton 
Ph. 9885 7789. w: craigfc.org.au 
Occ. Care & Kinder programs, Cultural 
Support Groups, Disability & Youth 
empowerment programs, Yoga, 
Facilitated Playgroups, Primary & 
Secondary homework support, Seniors 
Activities, Volunteer Opportunities, Hall 
Hire. e: enquires@craigfc.org.au
Kerrimuir Neighbourhood House
57 Linda Ave Box Hill Nth. We provide 
a range of classes & activities to suit all 
ages. From Art Classes to Strength & 
Fitness Classes. See our website for more 
details: Ph. 9899 7660.
w: kerrimuirhouse.org.au
Koonung Cottage Community House
109 Koonung Rd, Blackburn Nth. Strength 
Training, Exercise to Music, Zumba 
Gold, Yoga, Tai Chi, Drawing & Painting, 
Sewing & Craft, Social & Support Groups, 
Childcare & Playgroups. Venue Hire for 
meetings and parties. Ph. 9878 6632.
w: koonungcottage.org.au
Louise Multicultural Comm. Centre 
Suite 8, Town Hall Hub, 27 Bank Street, 
Box Hill. Ph. 9285 4850.
w: louise.org.au, e: info@louise.org.au
Classes & activities: EAL/ESL (beginners, 
inter., advanced), Mandarin, Computer/
iPad, Conversation Groups, Korean 
Drumming, Knitting, Social interest, Aust. 
Culture & History, Chinese & Korean 
Calligraphy; Dancing for Fitness. 
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Community Notices

Crafts & Hobbies

Childcare & Activities

Aurora School, Blackburn South
Specialist school for young deaf & deaf 
blind children. Mon–Fri 9am–3pm. Early 
intervention staff visit families in homes. 
96 Holland Rd. Ph. 8878 9878.
Avenue N'hood House @ Eley, 
Blackburn Sth  Occ. care 9am–3pm 
Mon–Fri (bookings essential). Bubba 
Beats music group for children 0–4 yrs. 
Thurs mornings. Ph. 9808 2000. 
w: theavenue.org.au
Blackburn South Playgroup
St. Edwards Church, 59 Edinburgh Rd.
Thurs mornings 10am-noon. New 
members welcome. Ph. 0418 537 955 
e: suzanne.marazzato@bigpond.com
Box Hill South N'hood House
47 Kitchener St. Ph. 9898 8270. Small 
groups; support for gradual separation; 
qualified staff members. 3 yo group: 
Mon 9:15am–12:15pm; Childcare: Tues/
Wed 9:15am–12:15pm.
French Playgroup in Camberwell
"Le jardin des enfants". Camberwell South 
Anglican Church, 101–103 Bowen St. Wed 
10–11:30am. $5 per family. 
Ph. 0450 676 537. e: french@csac.org.au 
Grandparents/New Families 
Playgroup, Camberwell  Bowen Street 
Community Centre, 102 Bowen St. 
Various times.Ph. 9889 0791. 
e: info@bowenstreet.org.au 
Playgroup at Ascension Church 
East Burwood Church Hall, 378 
Blackburn Rd. Fridays 9:30am school 
terms. Ph. Ros 9802 6545.
Playgroup at Burwood Heights 
Uniting Church  Cnr Burwood Hwy & 
Blackburn Rd East Burwood. Wed. 10am 
school terms.  Ph. Edith 0410 756 203 or 
Marg 9955 4532.
Playgroups & Kids' Club  St Thomas’s 
Anglican Church, 44 Station St, Burwood. 
Thurs, 3:30–6:30pm, $5, dinner incl. 
School aged to Yr 6. Playgroups Tues & 
Thur 10am–noon. Ph. Ruth 0425 776 313.
St Scholastica’s Kindergarten Burwood
13 Pheasant St, Ph. 9808 1006. Mon–Fri 
9am–3pm (opt. before/after care). Only local 
kinder with govt-funded longer-day program. 
w: stscholasticakindergarten.org.au

Community Music & Singing

Blackburn North Sing Australia Group
Thurs 7:30pm. Community Centre Forest 
Hill Village, 264 Springvale Rd. Sing variety 
of songs. Perform for comm. orgs. 1st wk 
free; no auditions.Ph. Mick 0414 484 080.
Celtic Jam, Box Hill  Box Hill Community 
Arts Centre, 470 Station St. Ph. Judy 
0422 868 680. Wed. 7:45-9:15pm. Easy-
going jam session; learn a tune p.w. New 
members welcome. $10. 

Community Shopping

Animal Welfare Op Shop, Camberwell
1355 Toorak Rd. Mon–Sat 11am–5pm. 
Shop, donate, recycle. Nothing over $20. 
Quality new/recycled clothing, books, etc. 
We can pick up. 9889 9435 shop hours.
Lions Club of Boroondara Central 
Op Shop  1350C Toorak Rd, Camberwell. 
Ph. 9809 4950. Bric-a-brac, clothes, furn., etc.
Mon–Thurs 10:30am–4:30pm (Fri–4pm), Sat 
9:30am–12:30pm. Proceeds to community.
Rotary Recycled Treasures Op 
Shop, Blackburn  113 Canterbury Rd. 
Ph. 9877 0613. Books, clothing, jewellery, 
bric-a-brac. Accept elec. goods. All funds 
to Charity Projects. Mon–Fri 10am-4pm, 
Sat 10am–1pm. Volunteers welcome.

Community Singing at Bennetswood 
N'hood House  7 Greenwood St, 
Burwood. Sing & String-along Mon. 
11:30am-12:45pm. Fees vary.
Book at office or ph. 9888 0234.
Creativity Australia – With One 
Voice, Ashburton  Ph. 8679 6088 
Ashburton Baptist Church, 8 Y St. Wed. 
6:15–7:30pm. Supper included. Come 
along and enjoy. 
e: withonevoice@creativityaustralia.org.au
Majellan Singers, Ashburton  Like 
to join a small, friendly women’s choir? 
Rehearsals in Ashburton Wed. 7:30-
9:30pm. $450 p.a. For info or audition 
Ph. Rosemary 0416 267 500.
Open Door Community Singers
Habitat Uniting Church, cnr Burke & Mont 
Albert Rds, Canterbury. Mon 7:30–9:30pm. 
$85 pa (admits to all Open Door choirs), 
$8 per night. Ph. 0419 894 340.
Open Door Gospel Singers
Details as above. Thurs 7:30-9:30pm.
Scotsglen Singers Inc.  Ph. Elizabeth
0407 542 680. All-female choir entertains 
shut-ins, raises money for charity. Rehearse 
Glen Waverley Thurs pm. Perform regularly 
in local area. Membership: $85. 
Sing Australia Choir, Camberwell
Camberwell Uniting Church, 314 Camberwell 
Rd. Community-based choir. Tues. 
10am–noon. Annual sub., plus $7 per 
visit. No auditions. Ph.  0439 381 091. 
Treble Tones  Join ladies who enjoy 
singing. Rehearsals Wed mornings, 
Burwood. Membership: $110 pa. Ability 
to read or sightread music desirable. 
Ph. Lorraine Pollard 9807 5936.
Ukulele & Singing (BUGSS)
Bennettswood Neighbourhood House, 7 
Greenwood St, Burwood. Mon. 11:30am-
12:45pm. Ph. 9888 0234. 
e: info@bennettswoodnh.org.au
Victoria Welsh Male Choir, 
Blackburn South  Mon. & Wed. 
7:30–9:30pm St Edward’s, Edinburgh Rd. 
Ph. David on 9525 0043. Looking for men 
who can hold a tune. Great camaraderie. 
w:vicwelshmenschoir.com.au

Rotary Recycle Op Shop, Surrey Hills
1113 Riversdale Rd. Excellent range of 
books/bric-a-brac/ladies wear. All profits 
to community projects. Mon–Fri 10am–
4pm; Sat 10am–1pm. Volunteers welcome.
Salvation Army Thrift Shop, 
Ashburton  401 High St. Books, toys, 
clothing, bric-a-brac. Accept elec. goods, 
not monitors/TVs/scanners. 8:30am–5pm. 
Mon–Sat. Leave goods at Shop rear bus. hrs. 
Ph. 9885 4965.
Samarinda The Ashy Op Shop
Cnr High St & Welfare Pde. Mon-Fri 
10am–4.30pm, Sat. 9:30am–4pm, Sun 
11am–3pm. Easy drop off. All proceeds 
help aged locals. Ph. 9058 6050.
Uniting Op Shop, Forest Hill
333A Canterbury Rd, off-street parking. 
Tues–Sat 9:30am–1pm. Great value. 
Volunteer staff; all profits to small charities. 
Buy, donate or volunteer. Ph. 9878 3222.
YES Op Shop, Forest Hill
53 Mahoneys Rd. Ph. 9894 0992. Youth 
Education Support Inc. sponsors young 
disadvantaged people. Shop, donate,
volunteer. Books, toys, clothing, bric-a-brac. 

Abbey Girls of Victoria  Phone 
Margaret on 9886 0232. Bennettswood 
N’hood House, 7 Greenwood St. Club 
based on Elsie J. Oxenham’s books. 
Australian Philatelic Society
Memorial Homes Hall, 152 Canterbury Rd, 
Canterbury. Meets bi-monthly. Interesting
displays at meetings. Visitors/ new members 
welcome. Ph. John Young 9889 1385.
Box Hill Art Group Inc.  NFP. Highly 
qualified tutors. Flexible classes: beginners/
experienced in watercolour, oils, pastel, 
acrylics, etc. Ph. Eric 0424 775 540. 
w: boxhillartgroup.com.au
Box Hill Hand Spinners & Weavers
Box Hill Community Arts Centre, 470 
Station St. NFP group meets weekly to 
share knowledge in spinning, weaving, 
etc. Ph. Margaret Dimelow 0400 669 383.
Camberwell Camera Club  Rutherford 
Rm, St John’s Anglican Church, 552 Burke 
Rd. Ph. Wolf 0428 398 446. 7:30pm, 
2nd/4th Mon. Speakers, comps, outings. 
w: camberwellcameraclub.org.au
Camberwell Film Society  Old Library 
25 Inglesby Rd. 3rd Wed. Feb–Nov (2nd 
Wed in Dec). 7:30pm. $50 single, $95 
double; Mini Pass (3 screenings) $15. 
Ph. Bill 9347 6969.
Crochet or Knitting for Beginners
Mon. 1-2:30pm. Koonung Cottage 
Community House, 109 Koonung Rd, 
Blackburn North. Ph. 9878 6632.
Dream Stitches  St Aidan’s Church 
Hall, 10 Surrey St, Box Hill Sth. Friday 
9:30am–noon school terms. Community-
based sewing for migrant & refugee 
women. w: dreamstitches.org.au
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Education/Self-improvement

Boroondara Toastmasters  Burwood 
N’hood House, 1 Church St. 1st & 
3rd Thurs 7:30pm Communication, 
leadership and self-confidence skills. 
e: boroondara.toastmasters@gmail.com  
Ph. 0408 008 801. 
Glen Iris Toastmasters Club  Glen Iris 
Community Centre, 200 Glen Iris Rd. 2nd/4th 
Wed 7:15pm. Improve leadership, public 
speaking, self-confidence. Ph. 0420 846 
853. e: vidhu1001@gmail.com 
MPower Me Homework Club
54 Power Ave, Ashwood. A fun group 
with qualified tutors supporting primary 
school children with homework on 
Tuesdays during school term 3:30–5pm. 
Ph. 9807 3589.
Speaking Made Easy, Camberwell
Meet at Camberwell Library, 4th Mon 1pm.
Public speaking for women; communicating 
with confidence; meeting procedures. 
Ph. 0459 186 670.
U3A, Box Hill  29 Strabane Ave. 
Learning & social activities for seniors. Art, 
exercise, games, history, iPad, languages, 
literature, meditation. Ph. 9898 3336. 
w: u3aboxhill.com.au
U3A, Hawthorn  26 Sinclair Ave. 
Ph. 9821 0282. Educational, creative 
courses for retirees/semi-retirees. 90 
courses/activities. Low annual fee. 
10:30am–1:30pm Mon–Fri. 
w: u3ahawthorn.org.au
U3A, Nunawading  Ph. 9878 3898. 
e: admin@u3anunawading.org.au Semi 
& Retired people; 250+ classes: IT, 
languages, art craft, humanities, science, 
exercise etc. w: u3anunawading.com.au 

Community Notices
Dance & Exercise

Aust. Colonial/Heritage Dancing
Melb. Colonial Dancers, Ashburton 
Uniting Church Hall, 3 Ashburn Gve. 3rd 
Thurs 7:30–10pm w/supper. $6, Members 
$5. Ph. Coral 9885 6109. 
e: coralmary@tpg.com.au
Box Hill Ballet Association Inc.
NFP. Classical ballet (Cecchetti), Jazz, Tap, 
Folk, Wu Tao. Students 4yo–adult. Adult 
beginners. Ph. 0407 524 278. 
w: boxhillballet.com.au 
e: boxhillballet@gmail.com
Dance for Fitness  Box Hill Community 
Arts Centre, 470 Station St. Mon, 1–2pm. 
Low impact informal dance class for 
those who don’t like gym. Ph. 9895 8888. 
w: bhcac.com.au
Dance for Parkinson's, Camberwell  
Uniting Church, 314 Camberwell Road.
Fridays 10-11am. $5 donation.
e: quixoticdancetech@gmail.com
Deepdene Scottish Country Dancers
8pm Mon. Mar–Dec, Paton Memorial Hall, 
Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke Rd. 
Park in Dale St. Tram 72/109. All welcome. 
$4 a session. Socials 2nd Sat. Ph. 9890 2546. 
English Country Dance  Bennettswood 
N’hood House, 7 Greenwood St, Burwood. 
Tues 8–10pm. $5. All dances taught. 
Partners not nec. Think Pride & 
Prejudice. Ph. George on 9890 5650.
Hong Kong Club Tai Chi Group
Evergreen Centre, 45 Talbot Ave, Balwyn. 
Tai Chi & Qigong classes – various forms. 
Sat. 8:30am‒1pm. Ph. Sam 0418 101 937 
e: hongkongclub.taichigroup@gmail.com
Introduction to Tai Chi, Blackburn Nth
Mon. 11:30am–12:30pm. Koonung 
Cottage Community House, 109 
Koonung Rd. Ph. 9878 6632. 
e: info@koonungcottage.org.au
Scottish Country Dancing, Surrey Hills
Surrey Hills Uniting Church, 679 
Canterbury Rd, Tues Mar–Nov 7:30–10pm. 
$7. Beg. & exp. welcome. Flat, soft shoes. 
Ph. 0425 883 218. 
e: boxhillscottish@yahoo.com.au
Surrey Dance  St Matthew's Church 
Hall 334 High St. Ashburton. Friendly & 
welcoming venue. Ballroom, New Vogue 
& Latin. Wed 7–10:30pm Ph. Fred 0418 
340 111; Debbie. 0412 297 025.
Let’s TAP Cardio & Low Impact Tap 
Dancing Classes Experience not req, 
enthusiasm & energy essential. $22 a 
session, $100 per 6–class pass. Ph. Lisa 
0431 887 697 w: LetsTAP.com.au pass. 

ESL 
(English as a Second Language)

Ashburton  
Presbyterian Church, 1 High Street Rd. All 
levels. Tues 10am–noon school terms. 
e: ashburton.esl@gmail.com
Samarinda Community Centre, 296 
High St. ESL for Chinese seniors. Thurs. 
9.30am–2pm. Ph. 1300 591 464
Blackburn North
New Hope Comm. Care, Baptist Church, 
522 Middleborough Rd. Sundays: 
9am–10.30 am. Small groups. 
e: esl@newhope.net.au

Although space is limited, if you have a suitable Community Notice 
listing, please email: 

freenotices@burwoodbulletin.org
or phone Raine on 0431 482 270

Forest Hill Woodturners  New 
Members Welcome. Mon. 9.30 – 3pm. 
Sat. 9.30–12.30. Warrawong Centre, 32 
Richmond St. Blackburn Sth. Teaching 
club with quality equipment & ongoing 
guidance for all members. w: fhwt.org.au
French Book Club in Camberwell
Camberwell Sth Anglican Church, 103 
Bowen St. Relaxed chat about French 
books & novels with other French 
speakers. Sun. 2–3pm. Ph. 0450 676 537 
e: French@csac.org.au
Jane Austen Society of Melbourne 
Inc., Ashburton  Purves House, 303 
High St. Meet 2pm last Sat. Feb, Apr, Jun, 
Aug, Oct, Nov. Guest speakers, afternoon 
tea, raffle. Guests welcome. Charge $4. 
Ph. 0407 985 614. w: jasm.org.au
Melbourne Numismatic Society Inc.
Box Hill Community Arts Centre, cnr 
Station/Combarton Sts. 2nd Thurs, exc. 
Jan. Learn about coins, notes, badges, 
medallions. Ph. 9725 0945 
e: monica.deknecht@bigpond.com
Needlework Tapestry Guild of 
Victoria Inc.  Box Hill Comm. Arts 
Centre, 470 Station St. Sat 8:30am–3pm 
2nd Wed 11am-3pm. Ph. Anne Bryan 
0400 644 086 or 9728 3256.
e: eannebryan@gmail.com
Nunawading & District Lapidary Club
Silver Grove, Nunawading. Club night 2nd 
Wed. Mineral group 3rd Wed. Juniors 
(12–16) Sat. afternoons. Learn about 
minerals & how to cut/polish gemstones. 
e: ndlcgem@hotmail.com.
Power N’hood House Book Group 
54 Power Avenue, Ashwood. Chat about 
books over a cuppa. Meets 3rd Thurs, 
10–11:30am with bestsellers from free 
Monash Library Book Group. All welcome. 
w: powernh.org.au
Victorian Button Collectors’ Club
Burwood Hts Uniting Church, cnr 
Burwood Hwy & Blackburn Rd. 2nd Tues 
8pm. Ph. Robyn 9884 5675. 
w: vicbuttonclub.com.au 
Waverley Film Society, Mt Waverley
Church hall, St John’s Uniting Church 
Virginia St. 7:45pm 2nd Wed Feb‒Dec. 
Older “classic” films. Ann. m/ship $30 (1st 
visit free). Ph. Brett 9807 3426.
w: waverleyfilm.org.au
Waverley Gem Club  Wide range of 
activities: gem cutting, silver smithing. 
Training at Mt Waverley. 
Ph. Peter 9570 5401/9808 7510 
w: https://tinyurl.com/y5gp8s4j
Waverley Scale Modelling Club
Wadham House, 52 Wadham Pde, Mt 
Waverley (behind library). Meet 2nd Tues, 
Feb-Dec, 7:30–10:30pm. NFP for Scale Model 
builders. Ph. Edward Russell 9857 6891.
Whitehorse Film Society,  Willis Rm, 
Whitehorse Civic Centre, 379 Whitehorse 
Road, Nunawading, 7:45pm, 1st/3rd Sat. 
20 Aust./foreign films. Feb–Dec $55. 
w: whitehorse.filmsociety.org.au
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Box Hill
St Paul's Church, 711 Station St. Focus on 
pronunciation; incl. grammar. All levels 
except Beginner; Tues 6:30-8:30pm. 
Ph. 0431 025 843. e: dmceverard@gmail.com.
The Salvation Army  17-23 Nelson 
Rd. Mon 7pm–8.30pm (Beginners to 
Intermediate). Ph. 9890 2993. 
e: corps.boxhill@aus.salvationarmy.org
Burwood
St Thomas’s Church, 44 Station St. Sat 
9:45-11:45am. Improve spoken/written 
English; small classes. M/tea incl. $25/
term; $90 p.a. Ph. 9808 3250. 
e: info@sttoms.org
Burwood East
Crossway Baptist Church, 2 Vision Dve. 
Sat 10am-noon. Ph. 9886 3700. 
e: mtai60@gmail.com
Burwood Heights Uniting Church, 
Burwood Hwy & Blackburn Rd, Practise 
English in friendly way. Sun. Ph. Barry 
0419 302 334
Canterbury 
Canterbury Presbyterian Church,146 
Canterbury Rd. Mon-Thurs 10am-12:30pm; 
Mon-Wed 1:30-3:30pm; Fri 1:30pm; Sat 
10am. e: 5graham@optusnet.com.au 
Forest Hill
St Mark’s Anglican Church, 303 Canterbury 
Rd, Forest Hill. Wed. 1:30-3pm (school 
terms). Pronunciation, conversation. 
Ph. 9878 2848. e: office@stmarksfh.org
Glen Waverley
Syndal Baptist Church, cnr Blackburn & 
High Street Rd, Glen Waverley. Mon/Tues 
7:30-9pm; Tues 9:30am-11am; Thurs 1:30-
3pm, Sun 3:30-5pm e: admin@sb.org.au 
Hawthorn East
Let’s Talk English @ Camberwell Baptist 
Church, cnr Riversdale Rd & Wills St.
Free classes Sat 9.30-11.30pm school 
terms. e. office@camberwellbaptist.org
Mount Waverley
Waverley Community Learning Centre, 5 
Fleet St, Mt Waverley. Fri. 9:30–noon. 
Ph. 9807 6011. e:info@wclc.org.au
Surrey Hills
Balwyn Baptist Church 517 Whitehorse 
Rd. Fri 6pm–7:30pm. Ph. 0409 214 968.

Environment & Gardening

Ashwood College Permaculture 
Food Garden  Open 10:30am Wed & 
Sat. New volunteers always welcome 
First Ashwood High entry off Vannam Dr. 
(30m on right at end of school drive). 
Ph. Lynda 0404 083 272 or Facebook.
Bellbird Dell Reserve, Vermont Sth 
Ph. 9262 6333. Working bees 1st Sat. 
10am-noon, m/tea. Dig and make 
friends! Check Dell noticeboard, take 
garden gloves, tools provided. 
e: info@bellbirddell.org

Flowers & Floral Art Groups

Box Hill Floral Art Inc.  The Pavilion, 
Box Hill Hawks FC cnr Middleborough & 
Whitehorse roads. 1st Thurs. Workshops 
10am, demos by designers 1pm. BYO 
lunch. All welcome. Ph. 9898 2483.
Camellias Victoria Inc.  East Burwood 
Uniting Church Hall, cnr Burwood Hwy 
& Blackburn Rd. Meets monthly 8pm 2nd 
Wed, Mar–Nov inclusive.Visitors welcome. 
w: camelliasvic.org.au
Chrysanthemum Society of 
Victoria Inc.  Burwood Heights 
Uniting Church Hall, Cnr Blackburn Rd 
& Burwood Hwy. 2nd Sat 2:30pm. (excl. 
June). Cultivation specialist society to 
exhibition standards. Ph. 9898 5458.
Early Morn African Violet Group, 
Alvie Hall, cnr Alvie & High Street rds. Mt 
Waverley. 1st Mon. at 8pm & 3rd Wed. at 
10am. Learn how to grow African violets, 
and make new friends. Ph. 5678 8814.

For Teens

Australian Youth Band, Ashwood
Musical standard no lower than AMEB 
5th Grade or equiv. Rehearsals Sat. 9am-
noon, Parkhill Primary School Recreation 
Hall. Ashwood. w: ayb.org.au
Bao Lin Teens Meditation Class
94A High St, Glen Iris. Sat 7‒9pm 
fortnightly. Learn lost art of mindfulness 
& discover happiness through Zen 
meditation. Classes free! w: chungtai.org.au 
Ph.9813 8922
Box Hill Jiu Jitsu  Self defence-
oriented martial arts training held at 
Aqualink Box Hill. Wed evenings & Sat 
afternoons. Beginners welcome. 
e: dan@bhjj.com.au   w: bhjj.com.au
Connecting Teens, Ashwood
Social group (13–18 yrs); Power N’hood 
House, 54 Power Ave. For all teenagers 
– esp. high functioning with Autism, 
Asperger’s, ADHD. Ph. 9807 3589; 
e: office@powernh.org.au
Cruzin Study Homework Support 
Program  Free homework support during 
school terms for 12–25 year-olds. Secondary, 
TAFE, uni subjects. Thurs 4–6pm, Box Hill 
Library, 1040 Whitehorse Rd. 
Ph. 9898 9340. 
Epee and Sabre Fencing  Learn 
Olympic sport of the sword: Fencing! 
Beginner classes every term. All equipment 
provided. Sat. 10-11:30am; Tues. 7:30-9pm. 
w: whitehorsechevaliers.com 
Ph. 0450 556 330. 
Homework Help Club, Surrey Hills
Run by young adults during school term, 
free tutoring Yrs 7-10: Maths, English, 
Science. Fri. 5:30-7pm. St Stephen's 
Presbyterian Church, Canterbury Rd.
Monash Youth Services  Info, 
support, referral, range of programs/
activities for 10–25 y.o. Free service. 14 
Bogong Ave, Glen Waverley. 9am-5pm, 
Mon–Fri. Ph. 9518 3900. w: myfs.org.au
Nunawading & District Lapidary Club
Silver Grove. Club night 2nd Wed. Juniors 
(12–16) Sat. pm. Learn to cut/polish 
gems. $30 joining fee. Jnr membership 
$15pa & 50c per session. Materials 
provided. e: ndlcgem@hotmail.com
Scouts  Make new friends, expand 
your world. Offers an exciting & varied 
program for youth (boys and girls) aged 
between 6–25. w: scoutsvictoria.com.au
Waverley Gem Club
329 Waverley Road, ages 11 upward. 
Learn working with gemstones. Join us 
for field trips with parents & find your 
own gems. Ph. 0407 512 883. 
e: waverleygemclub@gmail.com
Youth Education Support Inc.(YES)
Gain work experience in various areas, 
window display, admin., etc., while 
assisting disadvantaged young people. 
Location: Forest Hill. Ph. 9894 0992.

Box Hill Garden Club  Meets at 
Springfield Park Pavilion (cnr Dorking 
& Springfield roads) 3rd Tues 10am. 
Guest speakers. All welcome. Ph. Yvonne 
Chapman 9874 3293.
Bungalook Nursery, Blackburn Sth
Propagate indigenous plants and more 
with friendly volunteers plus social events. 
Open Wed 9:30–noon, Fri 9:30am–1pm. 
e: wcipp@yahoo.com.au
Camberwell Morning Garden Club
Camberwell Petanque Club rms, 
Wakefields Gr. (Mel. 60F4) 9:45am–noon, 
2nd Thurs, Feb–Nov. Plant stall, outings. 
Visitors welcome Ph. 0458 916 747 
w.cmgc.net.au
The Field Naturalists Club of 
Victoria Inc.  Groups hold monthly 
meetings 1 Gardenia St, Blackburn. 
Visitors welcome for small fee. Groups: 
Botany, Fauna, Geology & more. Special 
juniors group. w: fncv.org.au
Friends of South Surrey Park
909-911 Riversdale Rd, Surrey Hills. New 
volunteers welcome to working bees. 
Last Sun. & every Tues. 10am–noon. 
w: facebook.com/southsurreypark
Ph. 0437 959 013.
Greenlink Box Hill Indigenous Plant 
Nursery  Indigenous plant nursery run by 
volunteers in nursery or parklands. Open 
Tues/Wed 9am–noon. Ph. 0479 121 653 
(Tues/Wed) e: greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com
Lighter Footprints – Climate 
Action Group  Guide Hall, Faversham 
Road, Canterbury. All welcome. Last 
Wed. 7pm for 7:30–9:30pm. Help keep 
the planet safe. More info: 0411 115 186. 
w: lighterfootprints.org
Waverley Garden Club  Waverley 
Community Centre, 47 Miller Cres. Meets 
1st Fri 7:30 for 8pm. Monthly guest 
speakers. Ph. Leanne Mason 9806 0424. 
e: waverleygardenclub@gmail.com
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Community Notices

Avenue N'hood House @Eley, 
Blackburn Sth  87 Eley Rd. Social 
groups meet weekly for interests incl. 
sketching, scrabble, crochet & cards for 
social players. Ph. 9808 2000. 
w: theavenue.org.au
Association of Independent 
Retirees  Ph. 9886 8516. For those who 
intend or do fully/partly self-fund their 
retirement. Social meetings in Forest Hill. 
w: independentretirees.com.au
Barry’s Place Drop-In Centre
Burwood Uniting Church, Cnr Hyslop St. & 
Warrigal Rd., Glen Iris. Mon–Thu 12:30–
3pm. Avail. to all. Have a friendly chat, a 
cuppa, read or a quiet sit.
Boroondara Life Activities Club, 
Camberwell  Mon: mahjong, solo, 
golf. Tue: scrabble. Wed: p.m. table 
tennis. Thu: table tennis. Fri: day trips, 
dine outs. Sat: Ent. Sun: t/tennis. ‘Life is 
better together.’ Ph. 9836 8027.
Box Hill Senior Citizens’ Club Inc.
79 Carrington Rd. Ph. 9890 4979. Mon 
1:30pm cards, bingo. Tues: mahjong. Fri 
1:30pm concerts $10. Lunch noon M–F. 
Sub $8.90 pa.
Burwood Ladies Social Group  Come 
meet new people and plan outings over 
tea or coffee. Monthly first Tues at 1pm, 
Ph. 9808 6292.
Camberwell Italian Senior Citizens
405 Camberwell Road. Outings, bingo 
and lunches. For info phone Teresa 
Donato 0412 840 703.
Frenz-in-Deed  Don‘t be lonely Sat nights. 
FID is an Eating-Out Group mainly for 
senior singles & couples. Thai, Chinese, 
Indian, German Viet, Italian, French 
Rest’ts & hotels. Ph. Robin 0407 548 116.
GOLD (Growing Older Living 
Dangerously)  Friendly, supportive 
women over 55. Fun, new experiences. 
10:35am–12:30pm 2nd Thurs. Craig 
Centre, 7 Samarinda Ave, Ashburton. 
Ph. 9885 7789. e: craig.cd@craigfc.org.au
Nieuw Holland Social Club
Blackburn Snr Citizens’ Hall “The Pines”, 
25 Central Rd. Thurs 9:15am–1:15pm. 
Klaverjassen, & Bingo. New members 
welcome. Ph. Petra 9790 0945, Clary 
9878 8982.
Vietnamese Senior Cultural Assoc. 
Inc, Ashburton  296 High St. Tues 
9am–5pm. Exercises, singing group, 
lunches, dancing, table tennis. All 
welcome. Ph. Yen 0412 157 228. 
w: vietsca.wixsite.com/vsca
Wominjeka Garden, High St Glen Iris
St Oswald’s Anglican. Med/Prayer 8am 
Mon Tues Thurs. 7:30am Wed. Night 
Conv./Shared Meal (bring a plate) 
fortnightly Wed 6pm. 
w: stoswaldsgleniris.net.au/events

Friendship & Activity Groups Health & Support Groups

Anxiety Recovery Centre Victoria 
(ARCVic)  OCD & Anxiety Support 
Group. 1st/3rd Tues 7:30–9:30pm 
Hawthorn Community House. 32 Henry 
St, Hawthorn. Ph. 9830 0566. 
e: admin@arcvic.org.au
Aphasia Support Group  Link Health & 
Community – Batesford Hub, 94 Batesford 
Rd, Chadstone. Fortnightly group for 
Aphasia sufferers & their families. 
Ph. 1300 552 509. w: linkhc.org.au
Betting On A Better Life!
MonashLink Community Health project. 
Gambling concerns? Activities. Ph. Judy 
Avisar 0426 245 897 or 1300 552 509. 
e: javisar@monashlink.org.au
Blackburn Take Off Weight 
Naturally Club  Avenue N'hood House 
@ Eley, Eley Rd. Friendly Weight Loss 
Support. NFP weight loss club can help 
you. Meets Mon, 9:30–11:30am. 
Ph. Rene Gale 9874 4043.
Box Hill Prostate Cancer Support 
Group  9:30–11:30am, 3rd Tuesdays. Box 
Hill RSL Upton Room, Nelson Rd. Onsite 
parking. Ph. Bert Alesich 0418 344 057
Day Respite for People Living with 
Dementia  Samarinda's Elsie Salter 
House, 11 Marquis St, Ashburton. Day 
respite for carers for those living with 
dementia, memory loss or confusion. 
4 days p.w. Ph. 1300 591 464
Disability Support & Respite Program
Social groups for young people 16 yrs up 
with intellectual disabilities. Group fitness, 
cooking, outings. Tues. afternoons & Sat. 
Ph. Leza, Craig Family Centre, 9885 7789.
Evening Warm Water Exercises
Mon/Thurs, Peter James Centre. $9/
session. Run by physiotherapists. For 
people with musculoskeletal disease. 
Eastern Suburbs Hydrotherapy Inc. 
Ph. 0467 631 835.
Kara House Outreach Service
Domestic Violence Support Agency. For 
women experiencing domestic violence. 
Support to women from diverse cultural & 
linguistic backgrounds. Ph. 1800 900 520.
Melbourne East Disability Advocacy,
Surrey Hills  Provides individual/citizen 
advocacy to those with intellectual 
disabilities in Boroondara, Monash, 
Whitehorse. Ph. 9808 8633. 
e: office@meda.org.au  w: meda.org.au 
Melbourne Osteoporosis Support 
Group Inc.  Newsletters posted to all 
members. Phone Janeene 5282 2767. 
w: melbosg.org.au and Facebook.
Nunawading Take Off Weight 
Naturally Club  Friendly, low cost, 
support group for men & women. Meets 
Forest Hill Uniting Church Wed 6:30–
8pm. Ph. Margaret  9894 4942.

History Groups

Box Hill Historical Society Inc.
Mtg Rm 1, Library, 1022 Whitehorse Rd. 
3rd Sun. (Feb–Nov) 2pm. Archives Box Hill 
Town Hall Tues. 11am 1st Sat. by appt. 
Ph. 9285 4808. e: boxhillhistory@gmail.com
Camberwell Historical Society Inc.
Meeting Room, Camberwell Library, 
340 Camberwell Road, Camberwell. 
Meets 4th Tuesdays 8pm. New members 
welcome. w: chs.org.au  Ph. 9885 9927.
Family History Connections
1/41 Railway Rd, Blackburn. Ph. 9877 3789. 
Weekdays, online access, books. Research 
services, seminars, free beginners’ classes. 
e: info@familyhistoryconnections.org.au 
w: familyhistoryconnections.org.au
Hawthorn Historical Society
Local History Room, Hawthorn Library, 
Glenferrie Rd. 2nd & 4th Weds 11am–
1pm. Members work & to learn about 
materials in collection. Ph. 9278 4666. 
e: hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
Surrey Hills N'hood Centre Historical 
Society  157 Union Road, Surrey Hills. 
Ph. 9890 2467. Third Tues 8pm. All welcome. 
$4/session with $15 centre membership. 
e: enquiries@surreyhillsnc.org.au
Waverley Historical Society Inc., 
Above Mt Waverley library, Miller Cres 
(lift avail.). Have queries about Waverley’s 
history? Visit Wed. pm. Ph. Norma 
9802 9332. e: waverleyhsvic@gmail.com
Whitehorse Historical Society Inc.
Local History Rm, Schwerkolt Cottage & 
Museum, Deep Creek Rd, Mitcham. Open 
for research Wed 10:30am–2:30pm. 
e: whitehorsehistory@hotmail.com 
Ph. 9873 4946. All welcome.

Parkinson’s Victoria Inc.
Boroondara Camberwell Support Group, 
Athelstan Dining Room, Cnr Athelstan & 
Camberwell Rds.  Meet last Mon. 10am-noon. 
Ph. Parkinson’s Victoria 1800 644 189.
Personal Helpers & Mentors 
Program, Monash  Lvl 1, 12 Hamilton 
Pl, Mt Waverley. Ph. 9692 9400. 
Community-based outreach support for 
people with mental illness, Referrals/self-
referrals welcome. Free program.
Reconnexion  NFP Counselling, 
group therapy, phone support, anxiety 
disorders, depression, pills dependency. 
Ph. 1300 273 266. w: reconnexion.org.au
e: info@reconnexion.org.au 
Safety Register in Monash
Volunteers regularly phone Monash 
seniors/isolated residents/people with 
disabilities. Members receive newsletters 
quarterly. Ph. South East Volunteers – 
9562 0414.
Whitehorse Community Support 
Register  Feel safe and secure at home. 
Confidential Whitehorse Register designed 
to help elderly, disabled or isolated. 
Ph. 8892 3385 (Mon–Fri 10am–noon). 
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Local Markets

Boroondara Farmers’ Market
3rd & 5th Sat, 8am–1pm. Patterson 
Reserve, Auburn Rd, Hawthorn. Entry 
$2. Fresh pasta, organic fruit/veg etc. 60 
stalls of fresh produce from all over Vic. 
Ph. 9278 4879.
Hawthorn Makers Market
1st Sun. (Mar-Dec) 10am–3pm. Free. 
Hawthorn Arts Centre, 360 Burwood Rd. 
Handmade homewares, jewellery, fashion, 
pot plants, gourmet food etc.
Mt Waverley Rotary Art & Craft 
Market  Mt Waverley Village car park, 
Stephensons Rd. 2nd Sun each month 
9am–2pm. Usually about 60 stalls of art, 
craft & food. Proceeds to many local and 
international causes.
Nunawading Market – Craft & 
Produce  4th Sun. Feb-Nov 9am-2pm. 
Dec. 2nd Sun. 1-5pm. Toys, clothing, 
jewellery, gifts, plants, gourmet foods, 
fresh produce. Whitehorse Civic Centre, 
379 Whitehorse Rd.
Treasures & Tastes@Trinity 
3rd Sat, 9am–1pm. Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church, 177 Union Rd. Surrey Hills Indoor 
boutique makers’ & growers’ market. Ph. 
9890 2165. 
e: treasuresandtastes@gmail.com

Mainly for Men
Not necessarily exclusively men's 

clubs, but of interest more to men.

Alamein Men’s Shed  Alamein 
N'hood & Learning Centre, 49 Ashburn 
Grove, Ashburton. Tues/Thurs, 9:15am to 
noon. $30 per term. Ph. 9885 9401.
Aviation Historical Society of 
Australia  Meets 4th Wed. 7:30pm at 
Air Force Association, 24 Camberwell Rd, 
Hawthorn East. Ph. 0418 530 001. 
e: membership@ahsa.org.au
w: ahsa.org.au 
Box Hill Prostate Cancer Support 
Group  9:30–11:30am, third Tuesdays. 
Box Hill RSL Upton Room, Nelson Rd. 
Onsite parking. Men diagnosed with 
prostate cancer welcome. Ph. Frank 
Blackwell 0408 366 268.
East Malvern Men’s Shed  Next to 
East Malvern RSL, Stanley Grose Dr. Tues 
& Wed 9am-3pm. Place for active retired 
men to meet those with similar interests. 
e: info@eastmalvernmensshed.org.au
Forest Hill Men’s Shed  Forest Hill 
College, 178 Mahoneys Rd, Burwood 
East. Outlet for men to meet, make social 
connections and positively contribute to 
local community.

Hand Tool Preservation Association 
of Aust. Inc.  Box Hill Community Arts 
Centre, 470 Station St. 7:30pm. 3rd Tues 
of Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov. Visitors 
welcome. Ph. 9803 9871.
e: secretary@htpaa.org.au
The Historical Radio Society of 
Australia  We collect and restore 
radios. Visit one of our monthly meetings 
or radio auctions, usually in Ashburton. 
w: hrsa.asn.au  Ph. Kevin 9558 3652.
Koonung Woodturners Guild
Friendly group, 4th Sat. 9am–noon. 
Beginners’ tuition Thurs. p.m. Koonung 
Cottage, 109 Koonung Rd, Nth 
Blackburn. Ph. 9890 9201 
w: koonungwoodturners.com 
Australian Model Railway Assoc. 
Vic. Branch Inc.  92 Wills St, Glen Iris. 
New members welcome. For membership 
& activities. Ph. 9885 7034. w: armavic.com
Monash Men’s Shed  77 Bogong Ave, 
Bogong Reserve, Glen Waverley. Mon–
Sat 9:30am–3pm. Activities for all ages. 
Drop in for a cuppa. Ph. 9561 8557. 
e: info@monashshed.org.au
Number Plate Collectors’ Club
Plate enquiries welcome. All welcome to 
attend meetings & ask general questions. 
Contact David West. Ph 0417 993 369. 
e: davidwest3152@gmail.com
Waverley Woodworkers
2 Windsor Ave, Mt Waverley (opp 
Jordanville station). Open 7 days, 
9am–noon and some afternoons. New 
members welcome. 
w: waverleywoodworkers.org.au

Probus Clubs
Meetings generally include speakers, 
theatre and luncheons, outings, etc. 

Mostly for retirees and semi-retirees. 
New members are welcomed.

Blackburn Lake Ladies Probus Club
Manchester Unity Building, 8 Main St. 
1st Thurs. 10am-noon. Ph. President Lyn 
Newberry 9877 7912.
Camberwell Probus Club  St Faith's 
Anglican Church hall, 8 Charles St. 1st 
Tues 10am–noon. Easy parking. 
Ph. Richard 0411 612 464.
Chisholm Combined Probus Club Inc.
Mt Waverley Youth Centre, Miller 
Cres, 3rd Mondays at 10am. Couples 
Welcome. Ph. Val or Graeme 9802 8048. 

Combined Probus Club of Ashburton 
Inc.  Ashburton Bowls Club, 1/3 Samarinda 
Ave. 2nd Wed. 10am. Ph. Mal Cruttenden 
0418 672 632 e: malnruth@bigpond.com
Combined Probus Club of 
Blackburn South  Horticultural Centre 
Jolimont Rd, 1st Wed. 10am–noon. Ph. 
John 9874 2840. e: ailjohn@tpg.com.au
Combined Probus Club of 
Blackburn Bellbird  Manchester Unity 
Hall, 8 Main St, Blackburn. 2nd Fri. 10am–
noon. Ph. Trevor 9877 8027.
Combined Probus Club of 
Burwood East Inc.  Burwood Heights 
Uniting Church Hall Opp. KMart. 1st Mon. 
10am. Easy parking. Ph. Kath 9802 5014.
Combined Probus Club of 
Glenferrie  3rd Fri 10am–noon, Balwyn 
Community Centre, 412 Whitehorse Rd, 
Surrey Hills. Ph. Celia  0403 208 940. 
Combined Probus Club of Inala, 
Blackburn South  Inala Village 
Auditorium, 220 Middleborough Rd. 4th 
Wed. 1:15–3pm. Ph. Des Trask 9833 3513.
Combined Probus Club of Tunstall Inc.
Uniting Church, Cnr 355 Whitehorse Rd, 
Nunawading. 4th Fridays 10am–noon. 
Ph Carolyn 9894 8506. 
East Malvern Combined Probus 
Club Inc.  Uniting Centre, 54 Serrell St. 
1st Wed 9:45am–noon. Ph. 0488 419 314.
Forest Hill Men’s Probus Club
Horticultural Centre 82 Jolimont Rd. 2nd 
Tuesdays 10am–noon Ph. Ted 98788040.
Ladies Probus Club of Blackburn 
South Inc.  Avenue Church Fellowship 
Hall, The Avenue. 3rd Tues. 10am–noon. 
Ph Margaret 9802 4005. 
Men’s Probus Club of Balwyn 
Central  Balwyn Baptist Church, cnr 
Whitehorse & Parring rds 3rd Thurs. 
9:30am–noon. Ph. Mike 9830 4650.
Men’s Probus Club of Surrey Hills
St Aidan's Hall, 17 Duggan St, Nth Balwyn. 
1st Thurs, 10am–noon. Ph. Bill 8848 1480.
w: surreyhillsprobus.org.au
North Balwyn Heights Probus Club 
Mixed club meets 10am 1st Monday. 
Baptist Church Hall 136 Doncaster Rd. 
Ph. 9859 2543 or 0418 171 906.
Probus Club of Blackburn Central
Manchester Unity Hall. Main St. 10am–
noon 2nd Thurs. Ph. Anne 9894 7339. 
Probus Club of Chatham (Camberwell 
& Districts)  Camberwell Central Bowling 
Club, 14 Bowen St. 1st Wed. 10am. 
Ph. Marilyn 9857 9565.
Probus Club of Mitcham 
Nunawading Inc.  Willis Room, City of 
Whitehorse offices, 379 Whitehorse Rd. 
9.30am–noon 2nd Tues Ph. Don & Nancy 
0418 486 292.
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Anglican

Baptist

Catholic

Community Notices
PLACES of WORSHIP

St Benedict’s, Burwood  299 Warrigal 
Rd. Ph. 9808 2492. Fr Daniel Serratore. 
Mass 6pm Sat, 10am & 5pm Sun. 9am 
Tue-Sat, 7:30pm Wed. 
e: admin@stbenedicts.com.au, 
burwood@cam.org.au
St Michael’s, Ashburton  268 High 
Street. Parish Priest: Fr Laurence Cortez. 
Ph. 9401 6345. Mass: Sat 6:30pm, Sun, 
9am, 10:30am. Tues/Wed 10am. Thurs 
10am, Fri 10am e: ashburton@cam.org.au
St Scholastica’s, Bennettswood
348 Burwood Hwy. Father Thanh Tran. 
Ph. 9808 1006. e: stschpar@bigpond.net.au 
Tues 8am Wed 11am; Thurs/Fri 8am; Sat 
9am, 6pm; Sun 9am, 11am, 5:30pm.

Ashburton Baptist  8 Y St, Ashburton. 
Services: Sun 10am (incl. Sunday Club). 
Ph. 9885 8210 w: ashburtonbaptist.org.au
e: info@ashburtonbaptist.org.au 
Camberwell Baptist  Cnr Riversdale 
Road and Wills St, Hawthorn East. 
Sunday Service 10am. Ph. 9813 0538. 
e: office@camberwellbaptist.org 

Church of the Ascension, East 
Burwood  Cnr Blackburn Rd & 
Witchwood Cres. Sun. 8am, 9:30am; Wed. 
10am; Fri. 9:30am. Ph. 9802 4863. 
w: ascensionchurch.org.au 
St Dunstan's, Camberwell
163 Wattle Valley Rd. w: stdunstans.org.au 
Vicar: Rev. Roberta Hamilton. Sun. 
services: 8am, 9:30am. Thurs. 11am, 
morn. tea 10:30am. Wed. 10:30am, 
mainly music. Ph. 9809 0321.
St Edward’s, Blackburn South
59 Edinburgh Rd. Sun. services 8am & 
10am. Vicar: Rev. Rob Culhane 
Ph. 9877 3665 Mb 0412 832 328
St Faith’s, Burwood 
4–8 Charles St. Glen Iris. Sun. 8am, 10am, 
Labyrinth open daily to walk. Warden: 
Joan Scott 0411 482 959. 
e: office@stfaiths.org
St Mary's, Camberwell South
Cnr Toorak Rd & Bowen St. 10am Sun. 
with Kids’ Church. Rev. David Huynh. 
e: info@csac.org.au Ph: 9889 4813. 
French serv. last Sun. of mth 4–5pm 
e: french@csac.org.au Ph: 0450 676 537
St Matthew’s, Ashburton
334 High St (cnr Warrigal Rd). 
Communion: Sun. 9:15am (English) and 
10:30am (Malayalam). 
St Oswald’s, Glen Iris  100 High St, 
Glen Iris. Vicar Rev. Glenn Loughrey 
Ph. 9885 1125. Sun. 8am, 10am, 
Wed.10am Holy Communion. 
e: vicar@stoswaldsgleniris.net.au
St Peter’s, Box Hill  1030 Whitehorse 
Rd. Rev Shane Hubner. Ph. 9890 2721. 
Services: Sun. 8am, 9.30am, (10am 3rd 
Sun.), 11:30am, 2pm. Wed. 10:30am, Fri. 
7:30am. w: anglicansboxhill.org.au 
St Stephen & St Mary, Mt Waverley
383 High Street Road. Vicar: Rev. Dianne 
Sharrock. Sun. 7:45am, 9am, 10:30am 
(esp. for kids). Thurs. 10am.
Ph. 9807 3168; 0407 334 928. 
w: stephenandmary.org.au
St Thomas’s, Burwood  44 Station St. 
Vicar: Rev. John Carrick Ph. 9808 3250, 
0412 438 021. Sun. Svcs: 8:30am, 10:30am, 
10:30am (Cantonese), 2pm (Mandarin), 
7pm. e: johnc@sttoms.org

Uniting/Presbyterian

Ashburton Presbyterian  cnr. High 
St & High Street Rd, Opp. 391 High St. 
Pastor: Rev. Barry Oakes. Sun. 10am. 
w: ashburtonpc.org.au  
e: office@ashburtonpc.org.au 
Ashburton Uniting  
3 Ashburn Grove. Ph. 9809 1795. Rev. 
Lavingi Tupou. Sunday Service 10am, 4th 
Sunday Messy Church 5pm. 
w: ashburton.unitingchurch.org.au
Burwood Community Presbyterian   
Cnr of Greenwood & Tennyson Sts.
Sunday worship 11am Rev Dr John 
Elnatan 0431 662 869 
e: john@bcpc.net.au
Burwood Heights Uniting
Cnr Burwood Hwy & Blackburn Rd. 
Burwood East Ph. 9803 7631. Rev. Sylvia 
Akauola-Tongotongo. Sunday services: 
9:30am and 6pm (informal service).
Burwood Uniting  1 Hyslop St. 
Rev John Mann Ph. 9888 9435. Sun: 10am. 
Taize 4th Wed. 8pm: Messy Church 4th 
Sat 5pm. Hall Hire: Pam 9809 2917 
e: burwooduc@tpg.com.au

Crossway Baptist, East Burwood
2 Vision Dr. w: crossway.org.au 
Eng.: Sat. 5pm; Sun. 8:45/10:15/11:45am. 
Mandarin: Sat. 5pm; Sun. 10:15am. 
Cantonese: Sun. 8:45/11:45am. Korean: 
Sun. 11:45am. Indonesian: Sun. 10:15am.
East Camberwell Baptist
Cnr Highfield & Hunter Roads, East 
Camberwell. Sun. 10:30am.
Pastor: Murray Hogg. Ph. 9836 6063. 
Syndal Baptist  588 High Street Rd, 
Glen Waverley (park off Tricks Ct) Sun. 
8:30am, 10.30am & 6pm. Ph. 9803 9144, 
e: admin@sb.org.au w: sb.org.au

Glen Iris Rd Uniting Church & 
Community Centre  
200 Glen Iris Rd. Ph. 9885 8219. Rev. 
Gareth Darlow. 10am Sunday services. 
BBQ & Communion 1st Sun of month. 
w: glenirisuniting.org.au 
e: office@glenirisuniting.org.au
St Luke’s Uniting, Mt Waverley
94 Essex Rd. Office: 9807 2656. Sun. 
9.30am. Fun at Five: 5pm 3rd Sun: craft, 
song, soup, shared meal – families. 
Ph. Amy 9803 4462. 
e: jamesdouglas@ozemail.com.au
Surrey Hills Uniting  Cnr Canterbury 
Rd & Valonia Ave, Surrey Hills.Sun. Svc 
10am (incl. Sunday School). Rev. Rob 
Gotch, e: robgotch@optusnet.com.au  
Ph. 9898 1097 w: surreyhillsuniting.org

Other Faiths

Bao Lin Chan (Zen) Buddhist 
Monastery  94A High Street, Glen Iris. 
Non-profit Buddhist org. Free meditation 
classes – learn the art of mindfulness. 
Free but please register. Ph. 9813 8922 
w: chungtai.org.au 
Shree Shirdi Sai Mandir Melbourne
32 Halley Ave, Camberwell. Glorious 
Sai Baba Temple. Mon–Sun 9am–1pm; 
5pm–9pm. w: shirdisai.net.au

Other Christian Churches

City Edge, Surrey Hills  YWAM Base, 
19 Middlesex Rd. Pr Ian Gould. 
Ph. 0490 946 655. Services: Sun. 10:30am. 
w: cityedgechurch.com.au 
Grace Christian Community, Box 
Hill South  234 Elgar Rd. Sun. Svc 
11:30am (incl. lunch), activities, children’s 
programs, English conversation 
Pastor: Tim Grant 0402 295 691. 
w: gracechristiancommunity.org.au 
The Salvation Army, Camberwell
7–11 Bowen St. Sun. worship 10am & 
5pm. All welcome. Sun/School 10am 
school terms. Ph. 9889 2468. 
w: salvationarmy.org.au/Camberwell
Wattle Park Chapel  234 Elgar Rd, 
Box Hill South. Pastor: Richard Coombs.
Ph. 9808 2728. Sun. 10am. Kids’ Club & 
Seniors’ outings, group Bible study. 
e: office@wpchapel.org  



Service Clubs Sporting Clubs   

Ashburton Bowls Club  Enter off 
Warner Ave. Two grass greens; free 
coaching. 1st Sun. Barefoot bowls. 
Oct–April. Indoor winter bowls/cards. 
Memberships. Ph. 9885 4788. 
w: ashburtonbowls.com.au
Bennettswood Bowling Club
179 Station St. Burwood. Ph. 9808 4373. 
2 Tift Grass Greens. Summer/winter bowls 
(indoor mats). Barefoot Fri evening. Free 
coaching. e: benwoodbowls@gmail
Burwood District Bowls Club
Barefoot Friday nights; function catering, 
fully licensed, Pennant bowls, Tue/Sat 
New members welcome.
Ph. 9889 5931 w: burwooddistrict.com.au
Camberwell Central Bowls Club
14 Bowen St. Ph. 9889 4813 “Come 
Bowlin’ on Bowen”. Bowling all year. 
Summertime night bowls Free Coaching. 
New Members welcome. 
w: camberwellbowlsclub.com.au
Camberwell Petanque Club
Wakefields Grove. Ph. 0408 700 550. 
w: onpisteup.com Summer/Fri. pm. 
Winter/Sat. noon. Funny name, great 
game. Free coaching, social play &/or 
comps, home & away.
Camberwell Target Rifle Club
Tuesday nights from 8pm. Coaching and 
equipment supplied. Ph. Ron 9808 5606, 
or Loris 0403 346 044. 
e: camberwelltrc@gmail.com 
East Malvern Senior Citizens 
Bowling Club  MECWA Hall, 57 Fisher 
St. Thurs 1:30–3:30pm. Indoor carpet 
bowls on two mats. Outings, more than 
just a bowls club. New members all ages 
welcome. Ph. 9555 8639.
Monash Croquet Club  Electra 
Community Centre, Electra Ave, 
Ashwood. Friendly atmosphere. 
Beginners’ lessons. Ph. Ros, 9802 6545. 
e: monashcroquet@gmail.com  
w: croquetvic.asn.au
Phoenix Park Table Tennis Club  
26 Rob Roy Rd, Malvern East. Mon & 
Thurs 5.30–9.30pm coaching/comps 
all ages. 10am–1pm seniors. Ph. Paul 
Bronstein 0412 804 036.
Unquenchables Rugby Union  
Part of Box Hill RUFC. 35yo+. Less 
strenuous rugby. Exp. opt. Sat pm & 
Thurs eve. Refreshments and laugh after. 
w: unquenchables.com
Whitehorse Chevaliers Fencing 
Club  Nunawading, Vermont South. ‘All 
ages’ beginners, coaching & equipment 
provided. Free trial sessions available. 
Ph. 0450 556 330. 
w: whitehorsechevaliers.com 

Next Community Notices deadline: 25 January 2021 
Email: freenotices@burwoodbulletin.org or phone Raine on 0431 482 270

Blackburn Evening VIEW Club
Supports Smith Family & Learning For 
Life students. Meets for dinner, Bucatini 
Rest’nt, 454 Whitehorse Rd Mitcham 2nd 
Thurs 7 for 7:30pm. Ph. Hazel 0407 845 292.
Box Hill/Mitcham Day VIEW Club
Supporting the Smith Family & 
Learning for Life Students. 11:30am for 
Lunch 4th Mon Bucatini Restaurant, 
454 Whitehorse Rd Mitcham. Visitors 
Welcome Ph. Elaine 9878 3211.
Burwood Evening VIEW Club
Bucatini Restaurant, 454 Whitehorse Rd, 
Mitcham, 7pm 2nd Wed. Dinner/guest 
speaker. Visitors welcome. Ph. 9885 2336. 
e: burwoodeveningviewclub@gmail.com
Burwood RSL Sub Branch
Cnr Myrniong & Hyslop Sts. Meets 
Mon & Thurs 11am–4pm. Activities 
incl. billiards & snooker. Visitors & new 
members welcome. Ph. 9889 6283 or AH 
9803 8798.
Lions Club of Ashwood-Mt Waverley
Lionsville Hall, 100 metres into Lionsville 
Senior Citizens Village, 88 Winbirra 
Parade, Ashwood. Meet first Wed, 
7:30pm. Ph. Heather Lauder 0407 813 979.
Lions Club of Boroondara Central
Glenferrie Hotel, 324 Burwood Rd, 
Hawthorn. Men/women all ages meet 
2nd Tues, 6pm for 6:30pm. Friendly 
dinner/ business mtg. Tel: 9836 0541 or 
0409 389 927.
Lions Club of Boroondara Gardiners 
Creek  Bus. Mtgs: Craig Family Centre, 
Samarinda Ave, Ashburton, 2nd Mon, 
7:30pm. Dinner Mtgs: Glenferrie Hotel, 
4th Mon, 7pm. Ph. 9885 2682 or 
0419 880 616.
Rotary Club of Box Hill Burwood  
Meets Upton Room, Box Hill RSL, 26 
Nelson Rd, Box Hill, 1st, 3rd & 5th Tues 
6pm-7:15pm. Social meetings 2nd & 4th 
Tues. Ph. Ray 0408 857 924.
Rotary Club of Box Hill Central
Prof. women/men who enjoy helping the 
community/sharing fun times. Breakfast 
Wed 7:30am – no charge for 1st two visits. 
Box Hill Golf Club. Contact Liz Stinson.
e: info@boxhillcentralrotary.org.au
Rotary Club of Mont Albert and 
Surrey Hills  Box Hill Institute Nelson 
Campus, Room G32 Nelson Rd. 
Community service, friendship, interesting 
guest speakers. Tues 6:45 for 7pm. 
e: info@rotarymash.org.au
Waverley Day VIEW Club  Box Hill 
Golf Club, 202 Station St. 11:30am 3rd 
Mon. Part of The Smith Family. Lunch/
speaker. Visitors welcome. Ph. Leonie 
Clark 0412 626 881 or 9836 1835. 
e: pjclark50@bigpond.com

Active Ageing – Wesley Do Care 
Volunteers to share interests/social 
activities/companionship with elderly/
disabled people. Ph. 9794 3000.
Barry's Place Drop-in Centre, Glen Iris
Join our team who offer support, share 
interests or just provide a cuppa to all who 
drop-in. Training provided. Ph. 9808 1568 
or e: lynjohn01@optusnet.com.au
Burwood Neighbourhood House
IT Coord. for new ‘Burwood Connections’ 
social media website. 
e: burwoodnbigpond.net.au 
Plus Knitted Knockers Australia Admin 
Assist. (supports breast cancer survivors). 
e: knittedknockersaustralia@gmail.com
Eastern Volunteer Resource Centre
Assist frail, elderly clients to appts. Be 
reimbursed for travel in your car. 
e: info@easternvolunteers.org.au 
Ph. 9870 7822. 
Inclusion Melbourne  Support adults 
with intellectual disabilities. Art mentor, 
friendly visitor, leisure buddy, tutor. 
Commit 6-12 mth. Ph. 9509 4266 
e: volunteer@inclusion.melbourne
MND (Motor Neurone Disease) 
Victoria  Provide care & support for people 
with MND. Volunteers undertake range 
of roles & responsibilities. Ph. 9830 2122.
MS Community Visitors Scheme
Volunteers who enjoy older people’s 
company to visit fortnightly. Training/
support provided. Ph. 9845 2729 
e: cvsrecruitment@ms.org.au
Neighbourhood Watch Ashburton 
Volunteer for ‘Caring for Communities’. 
Support local area groups. 
Ph. Bryan 0415 356 575 
e: Bryanporter59@gmail.com
Neighbourhood Watch Whitehorse 
Volunteer for ‘Caring for Communities’. 
Support local area groups. Ph. Ray 0418 
596 831 e: whitehorse@nhw.com.au
RSPCA Burwood East  3 Burwood Hwy. 
Ph. 9224 2222. Many volunteer roles: office 
admin, events, grounds maint. Or attend 
info session re animal care. Min. age 15.
Samarinda – local for local  Meals-
on-Wheels drivers, Bus excursions, Snrs 
transport to attend activities. Gardeners, 
kitchen/café assistants, Ashy Op Shop staff. 
Ph. 1300 591 464. e: volunteer@saas.org.au
Waverley Adult Literacy Program
Volunteers to be trained to teach adults 
to learn to read and write. Training is free. 
For info: 9807 2322 Mon to Fri.
Youth Education Support Inc. (YES)
Help disadvantaged youth gain 
education. Help in office or Op Shop; 
make new friends in the process. Police 
check required. 53 Mahoneys Rd Forest 
Hill. Ph. 9894 0992.

Volunteer
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Valerie Holt (née Davis) was also an usherette at The Civic. 
She worked part time and remembers being paid £1/2/6 a 
night. Her sister, Dorothy Davis, worked in the ticket box. 
Every night Valerie and her sister walked to and from their 
home in Albion Road. The cost of admission at the Civic 
Theatre was 1/- for the front stalls, 3/- for the back stalls and 
5/- for the dress circle.

Dr Copeland lived in High Street not far from the theatre. 
If there was a medical emergency of a serious nature, one of 
the usherettes would run over the road to see if he could help. 
Dr Copeland was very well-known in the Ashburton area for 
many years. 

Both Valerie and Barbara remembered that Elly Lukas 
worked as an usherette at the theatre before she became 
famous. She established Australia’s leading beauty and spa 
institute in 1954 and the Elly Lukas Beauty Therapy College is 
still in Flinders Street, Melbourne.

George Haddon who worked as a lolly boy at the theatre 
became a cartoonist with The Herald and later at the RACV.

The phrase, “flea pit”, refers to cinemas and theatres 
generally, so not surprisingly fleas were a problem at The Civic 
and from time to time they had to get pest controllers in to 
exterminate them. If the children at the matinees wet the seats 
in the afternoon, the usherettes had to try to dry the seats off 
for the Saturday night show.

The first manager at the Civic Theatre was Mal Mainon, the 
second was Colin Hogben and the third was Ralph Blake who 
later worked at the Metro Theatre in the city.

After the Burwood and the Toorak Drive-ins opened in 
1954 and 1956 respectively, attendance numbers at local 
theatres began to drop. Television was introduced into the 
home in 1956; gradually people purchased televisions and were 
less inclined to go out for entertainment. 

The Civic Theatre closed in July 1959 and sold for £40,000. It 
was the end of an era in Ashburton.

Mel Elliot, now in his eighties, did some work at the Civic 
as a projectionist. He was involved in selling the projection 
equipment, seats and other items. A newspaper advertisement 
was placed and according to Mel the Presbyterian Ladies’ 
College purchased the theatre’s seats and put them in their 
auditorium. After the Civic was pulled down, a Neptune 
service station was built on the corner of High and Johnson 
Streets. Currently there is a Shell Service Station on the site 
and in 2011 a Coles Express store was built in conjunction with 
the service station.

The usherettes formed a close bond during their time at the 
theatre and even after 60 years some of them continue to meet 
once a month. A few of them have moved interstate but they 
keep in touch by telephone.

SUSAN COVER
Acknowledgements: Thanks to all those who have helped in 
various ways with the article. Special thanks go to Barbara 
Mockridge, Peter Navaretti, Valerie Holt, Gerald Kennedy, Mel 
Elliot and Bruce. The photographs, kindly lent to us by Barbara 
Mockridge, were taken by Wolfgang Sievers soon after the Civic 
Theatre opened. 

Ashburton’s
 Civic Theatre
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Margaret Warland [134 issues - 34 years]
#001–134. Editor Jean Warland’s daughter. 
Stapled all the early issues, wrote articles and 
delivered magazines until 2014.
Jean Hadler [82 issues – 21 years]
Joined (#054, August 1994) following an article 
she wrote (#053). Vice President – #061–068 
[8 issues]; President #069–072 [4 issues]. 
Continued delivering until #136, autumn 2015 
and still receives each issue.
Margaret Rockow [82 issues – 21 years]
Longest serving Distributor, from #076 Feb. 
2000. Current committee member. 
Susan Cover [79 issues – 20 years]
Joined around summer 2000-01, #079. Deliverer, 
occasional writer, article sourcing, distribution 
routes, committee member.
Charles Hui [75 issues – 19 years] 
Distributor since #083, summer 2001–02. 
Bob Stensholt [57 issues – 14+ years]
President from #101–146; 45 issues. Winter 
2006 – spring 2017. Continues as a distributor. 
Jean Warland [48 issues – 13 years]
Joined #001. Editor for #007–048 until her death; 
Nov 1982–Feb 1993 (#049 was tribute edition 
to her.) 
Carrie Simmons [42 issues – 13 years] 
Roles: Secretary (15 issues); Editor 27 issues. 
#077–118. May 1997 – spring 2010. 
Ian Yuill [49 issues – 12 years]
Treasurer from #050–090 1993–2004. Admin/
Advertising until #099 summer 2005–06. 
Dal Adams [43 issues – 11 years]
President for #025–068; May 1987 – Feb 1998. 
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   The Burwood Bulletin has been very lucky  in its 40-year history to have had some
     amazing volunteers. Here are some of the  lon gest serving ones. Current volunteers 
        still have a long way to go to catch up to  Margaret Warland’s record of 34 years. 
                    The below volunteers represent a  combined  253 years of service.



WHAT’S ON  
LOCALLY

Alamein  Alamein Learning Centre, 49 Ashburn Gr.
Ashburton  Library foyer, 154 High St.; Hi-Clean Dry 
Cleaners, 409 High St.
Ashwood  Power N’hood House, 54 Power Ave.; Flakey 
Jake Fish & Chips, 499 Warrigal Rd.
Bennettswood  Bennettswood N’hood House, 7 
Greenwood St.
Blackburn  Stev-Computer 8 Wirreanda Court 
Blackburn Sth  The Avenue N’hood House @ Eley, 87 
Eley Rd; Library, Blackburn Rd; 
Box Hill  Whitehorse Service Centre, 1028 Whitehorse 
Rd; Library, 1040 Whitehorse Rd.
Box Hill Sth  Box Hill South Family Centre, 1228A 
Riversdale Rd; Dan the Minuteman, 2/193 
Middleborough Rd.
Burwood  Boroondara Lions Op Shop, 1350C Toorak Rd; 
Camberwell East Medical Centre, 236 Warrigal Rd. 
Burwood East  East Burwood Travel, 6/2 Burwood Hwy; 
Sofia’s	Restaurant,	299	Burwood	Hwy;	Burwood	Heights	
Uniting Church, 347 Blackburn Rd.
Camberwell  Bowen Street Community Centre, 102 
Bowen St, Garvey Real Estate, 195 Through Rd; Library, 
340 Camberwell Rd.
Canterbury  Canterbury N’hood Centre, 2 Rochester Rd.
Chadstone  Amaroo N’hood Centre, 34 Amaroo St.
Forest Hill  Whitehorse Service Centre, Forest Hill Chase; 
Neil Angus, MP, 2 Brentford Square; YES Op Shop, 53 
Mahoneys Rd. 
Hartwell  Hartwell P.O., 1166 Toorak Rd; Fordham Ave 
Milk Bar, 116 Fordham Ave. 
Hawthorn  Library, 584 Glenferrie Rd.
Malvern East  Phoenix Park N’hood House & Phoenix 
Park Library, 22 Rob Roy Rd.
Mount Waverley  Waverley Community Learning Centre, 
5 Fleet St.; Library, 41 Miller Cres.
Nunawading  Whitehorse Service Centre, 379 
Whitehorse Rd; Library.
Surrey Hills  Surrey Hills N’hood Centre, 157 Union Rd.
Vermont Sth Library, Pavey Ave.
Wattle Park  Rotary Recycle Op Shop, 1113 Riversdale Rd.

Find your copy 
of the Burwood 

Bulletin 

Unfortunately there are no listings 
at this time. We suggest that readers 
make their own enquiries as to 
current events.
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Colin & Hazel Billington [37 issues – 10 years]
From #050–#087. Aug 1993 – Aug 2002. 
Hazel: word processing and DTP. Colin: layout 
& design, typesetting and photo reproduction. 
In 2003, Colin received the Prime Minister’s 
Centenary Medal for services to local 
newsletters. 
Barrie Harding [37 issues – 9+ years]
Proof reader, and occasional writer, from #121, 
summer 2011–12.
Herbert Eder [35 issues – 9 years]
Vice-President for #085–120, May 2002 – Mar 
2011.
Chris Gray [34 issues – 8+ years]
Joined #124. Roles: Editor, Magazine Designer, 
Vice-President, Website. Graphic Artist for 
advertisers. 
Cheryl Grant [33 issues – 8 years]
Joined #094. Layout and Design #106–127; 
Website Manager. Spring 2004 – summer 2012. 
Alan MacGavin [31 issues – 8+ years]
Secretary, Distribution Coordinator from #127, 
spring 2012.
Raine Biancalt [31 issues – 8+ years]
Joined #127, spring 2012. Roles: Editor, 
Advertising Coordinator, Distribution Coordinator, 
Volunteer Coordinator, Website Manager. 
Mark Learmonth [29 issues – 7+ years]
Joined #129, winter 2013 as writer of Burwood 
Walks.
Richard Daly [26 issues – 6+ years]
Treasurer from #132, autumn 2014; occasional 
writer. 
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     amazing volunteers. Here are some of the  lon gest serving ones. Current volunteers 
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Wax-Blocked Ears

REMOVE EAR WAX COMFORTABLY

Camberwell East Medical Centre 
provides safe, effective and 
professional ear wax removal 
using Micro-suction technology 
performed by a Registered GP. 

BULK BILLED

CAMBERWELL EAST MEDICAL CENTRE 
236 Warrigal Road Burwood

Phone 9889-8000 

Having trouble with your ears?

O u r  C l i n i c  a l s o  p r o v i d e s

M o l e  a n d  S k i n  C a n c e r  C h e c k s 

–  B u l k  B i l l e d


